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7 Lesson Calendar 


Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 
1. July 4.—David in Camp and Court.: Samuel 17: 1 to 18:9 
2. July 1.—Jonathan Befriends David ......... t Samuel 20 
3. July 18—David. Spares Saul’s Life ......... 1 Samuel 26 
4. July 25.—David Succeeds Saul as King 
2 Samuel 2: 1-7; § 21-5 
gs. August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6 : 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 
6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David 
: 2 Samuel 8:15; 9: 1-13 
y. August 15.~The Sins and Sorrows of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 :1-1g 
8 August 22.—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 
9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 
10. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
t Kings 5:1 to 8:6 
11. September 12—~The Glory of Solomon’s . Reign 
1 Kings 10 : 1-13, 23-23 
12. September 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Temperance 
TROND < cc puisucétacbenecsetaceits Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29-33 
3. September 26.—Review: Saul, David, and Solomon 
Compared. Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 








“I UNHESITATINGLY turn to The Sunday School 
Times for advice and information.”’ So writes a 
Washington subscriber who has had the paper for 
many years. Good advertisers are finding that this 
spirit on the part of the readers of the paper means 
much to the advertisers. It is intended that the ad- 
vertisements shall be of real service to those who 
seek information about the meeting of various needs. 




















The Song in Heaven 


By Ruth G. Robinson 


ILL there be two throngs in heavea, 
Standing at the throne of God — 
One arrayed in man’s poor merits, 
One washed white in precious blood ? 


Will there be two songs in heaven, 
Ringing through the realms above — 
One to boast man’s faulty virtues, 
One to praise redeeming Love? 


Nay, one throng, one-voiced, one-hearted, 
In one endless strain shall bless 

Ged who gave His Son for sinners, 
Christ, our only Righteousness. 





Conservation of Conversation 


How many useless words do we speak every day? 
How long does it take us to get to the point? These 
are strenuous days in which we live, time is very 
precious, and the conservation of the moment is meces- 
rl Bo get to-day’s work done to-day as never before 
in history. Not a paragraph which we read in the 
daily newspapers gets into type until it has passed the 







’ pong Sender's table, where a number of men sit armed 
wit 


blue pencils. These men are the dread of 
space writers —amen who are pmid by space instead of 
by the week. Could we not put a copy-reader of this 
sort to work at the back end of our tongues? It 
would save time for us and the men and women 
with whom we have business. It was said recently 
of.a popular book, “It is eloquent with condensation.” 
The Holy Spirit edited the Bible that ways May 
God deliver us from garrulity and verbosity. 


Pat 
Enlistment for Victory 


Since. our Lord is the triumphant Christ, it is 
to be expected that he should have victorious fol- 
lewers. To live the defeated life is to misunder- 
stand the terms of enlistment. No one should think it 
strange that the loyal follower of Christ should be 
expetting triumph rather than downfall. If we were 
called upon to give allegiance to a Lord. whom we 
did not know and whose power had yet to be proved, 
then we might well be wondering whether he would 
be equal to his undertakings. Any parallel between 
the rd Jesus and an earthly leader quickly runs 
out into such diverging lines that comparison ceases, 
and the uncertainty that clings to earthly leadership 
is forgotten in the complete sufficiency of Christ to 
meet every test: What a privilege has the Christian 
in trusting such a Lord for victory! 


se 
Prayer, or Fate? 


God in his. sovereignty has ordained that human 
destinies may be changed and molded by the will of 
man. This is at the heart of the truth that prayer 
changes things, meaning that God changes things whcn 
men pray. Some one has strikingly expressed it this 
way: “There are certain things thfat will appen in 
a. man’s life whether he prays or not. hefe are 


"sheep jump over a fence. 


other things that will happen if he prays, and will 
not happen if he does not pray.” ristian worker 
was impressed by these sentences as he entered a 
business office, and he prayed that the Lord would 
open the way to speak to some one about Christ, 
reflecting that things would be changed because he 
prayed. Then his mind turned to other things and 
the prayer was forgotten. The opportunity came 
to speak to the business man on whom he was calling, 
but he did not grasp it, and was on his way out whesa 
he remembered his prayer of a half hour before, and 
God’s answer. He promptly returned and had a talk 
with the business man, who, though a church-mem- 
ber, had never in his life been asked whether he was 
sayed. Let us give ourselves to prayer, and oper 
the way for God to change things, Let us beware 
lest we become virtual fatalists by failing to exer- 
cisé our God-given wills in praying. 


Pd 
One of the Best Gifts 


Trusting God for sleep is better than counting 
j A great missionary leader 
had been troubled with insomnia, but he was led to 
ask himself if God might not be keeping him awake 
in order to speak to him. So he began to say, like 
the little boy in the temple, “Speak, Lord, for th 
servant heareth.” And God did speak to him. He 
got extraordinary messages, and miracle results 
owed from his obedience to those messages. After 


he had received his message he had little trouble im 


going to sleep again. Sleep is one of the best of the 
manifold gifts of God. “He giveth his beloved sleep” 
(Psa. a IE Was not the master mind of litera- 
ture confirming that truth when he paid his wonder- 
ful tribute to sleep: 


“the innocent sleep, 
Sleep that knits up the ravell’d sleave of care, 
The death of each day’s life, sore labor’s bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course, 
Chief nourisher in life’s feast.” 


a Confession 


RAYER has many phases, though to the vast 

majority it means only petition. The phases 

mest necessary to growth are the ones most ne- 
glected, notably, adoration and confession. 

In confession particularly is this neglect most prev- 
alent. Perhaps more Christians are dwarfed in ex- 
perience and growth and handicapped in service by 
ge of this privilege than by any other failure. 

speak not of confession to man, but to God. 
There is far too much confession to man, far too 
little confession to God. Many Christians ease their 
consciences by telling a fellow human being of some 
sin, some failure, some neglect, some incapacity or 
insufficiency, and tell it possibly many times to many 
persons, but never once mention it to God. 

A careful and prayerful study of Scripture will re- 
veal but one single passage in which we are clearly 
commanded to confess to man, as man (James 5: 16). 
Confession to man first never means deep and full 
répentance, but is often only an indication of re- 
morse, or an effort to escape the terrors of an ac- 
cusing conscience. Sometimes confession to man is 
made so lightly, even so jestingly, that it puts the 
confessing one in a high good humor with himself, 
and reduces the failure, as he sees it, to the plane 
of an amusing incident. 

All such confessions are positively harmful, both 
to the one who makes them and the one who hears 
them. To the confessing one it affords false ease, 
a sense of relief, thus hindering him from being 
driven to God, who alone is able to cleanse and cure. 
The one who hears is defiled by touch with a sin 
which God never meant him to touch, and often filled 
with a sense of self-righteousness, either because 
he has been made confessor, or because his own sins 
and failures seem justified or minimized by this 
greater sin of another. 

There are times when confession to man must be 
made, but this is only after full and perfect confes- 
sion to God and when God’s Spirit leads and impels 
to the further confession to man. 

All of this is written wholly of the Christian who, 


through Christ, has access to the ear of God. To 
the sinner, public confession and acknowledgment 
of sin, though not necessarily of, specific sins, is often 
a necessary step toward accepting salvation. Such 
confession is, always implied, even when not actually 
expressed (Mark 1:5; Acts 19: 18). 

Confession is the spirit’s bath. How long would 
you permit. defilement of any sort to remain upon 
your person? It might not be serious defilement, 
perhaps only dust upon the hands or a smudge upon 
the face, but would you not feel unclean, and to 
some extent ashamed, until its removal? If it be 
something of a more serious and revolting nature, 
how speedily the cleansing bath will be sought, and 
how miserable you are until every vestige of the de- 
filement is removed! Is this as true of your spirit? 
Does the slightest failure cause you to seek cleans- 
ing through immediate confession? Or are you ob- 
livious to the fact that it is defilement? If you rec- 
ognize it St all, do you give it only a passing regret 
and a resolution that it shall not be repeated? If 
so, you leave the thing itself uncleansed by the only 
process which can remove it. This process, imper- 
atively necessary, and infallible in its result, is con- 
fession to God (1 John 1:9). ; 

Experience teaches the Christian who avails him- 
self of the privilege of confession that it should not 
be vague and in general terms, but explicit and de- 
tailed. Often the sense of guilt is itself vague, and 
because it is so the Christian feels: that he has noth- 
ing to confess; but at such a time confession brings 
understanding. Under the Levitical law, it was 
through confession of a mere sense of something 
wrong that leprosy was often located and removed 
(Lev. 14:35, 36). So when a vague sense of guilt 
and failure is brought to Christ and placed “in the 
light of his countenance” (Psa. 90:8) every detail 
becomes clear, and even the hidden motives, known 
only to God, are revealed ‘to us, that we may join 
with God in judgment, with a perfect understanding. 
When thus revealed in detail, we can make the full 
and detailed confession and enter into the utter rest 
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and peace and sense of cleanness before God which 
can in no other Way be ours. * 


The preliminary to perfect confession is a os . 


humble waiting before God for conviction. Th 

first work of the Holy Spirit is to convict of sin 
(John 16:8). As we sincerely cast ourselves upon 
him for enlightenment concerning our sins, his flam- 
ing eyes (Rev. 2:18) will penetrate even into the 
hidden recesses of our being and disclose our secret 
sins. Under this revealing light we see and “under- 
stand our errors,” and can pour them all out to Him 
in confiding assuranee of complete forgiveness and 
cleansing. Who can measure the sweet, refreshing 
power of such an experience? Wisely indeed has one 
who knew urged us to pour out our hearts before him 
(Psa. 62:8.) This means a laying bare of every 
thought, imagination, doubt, distrust, and fear. 

Such a frank unveiling of our. hearts to God 
saves us from much torture at the hands of “the 
accuser.” Not only does Satan accuse the Christian 
before God night and day (Rev. 12:10), but to the 
Christian himself does he bring frequent and lasting 
accusations. These accusations can have no power 
and their source is instantly recognized when the 
Christian is faithful to the exercise of confession. 
To the one who neglects this privilege, these ac- 
cusations come with agonizing force and often create 
such a sense of unworthiness as to frighten the accused 
away from prayer, and thus cause a period of self- 
banishment from God’s presence. This can never 
occur to the one who keeps himself continually purged, 
through detailed confession. 

The confessing Christian learns the difference be- 
tween the conviction of sin as given by “the Coni- 
forter” and the lashings which come only from “the 
accuser” (1 John 3:17)“. True conviction -brings 
genuine comfort (just as“discovering the source of 
pollution in a cistern brings comfort). Accusation 
brings only fear and torturing remorse. 

It is only the unconfessed sins that bear fruitage 
of hopeless disaster. Every truly confessed sin can, 
and often does, become an actual channel of’ bless- 
ing (Rom. 5:20; 8:28). Unconfessed sin, be it 
small or great, stands as an impassable barrier to 
God’s purposes of grace concerning us, in leading 
us on, “from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). Many 
spiritual blessings which we see others enjoy and 
which we long to possess are not ours because we 
habitually neglect confession. Many revelations 
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Are You Having Victory To-day? 


“ And when the chief Shepherd shall be man- 
ifested, ye shall receive the crown of glory that 
fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5:4). 

Crowns are for victors. 


na 

















(Eph. 1:17) which we might receive come not, be- 
cause confession has not opened the way. 

It is not only sin and failure that negds to be con- 
fessed, but any lack of clearness as to the will of 
God, any perplexity concerning the teaching of Scrip- 
ture. Often the Christian seeks to discover truth 
for himself by a merely intellectual study of the 
Word. This effort results either in deeper perplexity 
of in misinterpretation. It is the Spirit who is our 


promised guide into all truth (John 16:13), and the 


first step. toward patting ourselves under his guidance 
is a simple confession of ignorance or perplexity - 
(James 1:5); as we thus learn truth lg doctrine 
we shall come into-that perfect unity with Christ 
and those who are taught of him that Jesus prayed 
for in John 17: 21-23.- The greatest of all blessings 
which flow to the believer from the constant exercise 
of confession is fellowship with God. 

In John 3: 19-21 we see that the spirit which would 
keep us from bringing all things to the searchlight 
of God’s countenance, by laying them before’ him. in 
confession, is an evH spirit, and that he who truly 
desires to have all his works “wrought in God” will 
not fail to bring them to this test.- We are told in 
Ephesians §:13 that the power which reveals all 
things, as they are, is Light,“and in 1 John 1: 3-7 that 
if we walk continually in this revealing Light the 
result is fellowship with the Godhead. This fellow- 
ship must be increasingly the portion of that one who 
exercises, in the fullest measure, all the privileges 
of confession. 

As fellowship with God deeperis and grows we are 
led into a ‘fuller understanding of his purposes and. 
plans for. the ages. As we tell him our secrets he 
tells us his, and thus-does he indeed sup with us and 
we with him (Rev. 3:20). Such fellowship, keeps 
us ever in touch with him and prepares us for sharing 
Christ’s throne in his kingdom (Rev. 3: 21). 





Does Christian Science Do It? 


_ , 1 have. read with interest the article “Christian 

{ Science and Victory.”4 I note that Christian Science 
promises to give smiling faces in the midst of any 
sort of circumstances; that it offers complete freedom 
from the dominion of sin; deliverance from the bond- 
age of sickness, and the like. I also read, “But these 
things that Christian Science claims to supply are just 
the things that are offered to every Christian through 
the sufficient grace of the Lord Jesus.” 

I will, not dispute either of these statements, but 
beg to ask a question. Why then has the Church so 
many ‘centuries neglected its work? I have attended 
church for over sixty years, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and Baptist; never Unitarian, Universalist, or Chris- 
tian Science. I have no recollection of hearing a ser- 
mon urging the healing of the sick as practised by 
Jesus and as he promised his followers that they could 
do. I have heard any number of doctrinal sermons to 
uphold creeds formulated A. D. 325. If the Church all 
these centuries has neglected so important a work, it 
should not complain that a new sect comes along and 
does the work which it could have done. . 

Note that I am not a Christian Scientist. I never saw 
the inside of a Christian Science church, and I as truly 
believe that certain herbs:and drugs are given for the 
healing of the nations as I believe that beef and corn 
and wheat are given us for food. But something some- 
where is wrong. What and where is the wrong? I 
read in the Times that Christian Science is the work 
of the devil. Can it be that he has reformed from be- 
ing a “roaring lion going about secking whom he may 
devour” to one going about doing good, healing the 
sick? I think not; however, I have only a vague idea 
what the devil is like, there being so many conflicting 
descriptions of him... . 

It is to be regretted—the many conflicting state- 
ments contained in the Bible. Regretted from a human 
standpoint, perhaps it is all right from a Divine stand- 
point. Each religious denomination, the nothingarian, 
the skeptic, and the infidel can find a passage to bear 
out his or her belief. But if we all thought alike there 
would be no opportunity to exercise that greatest of 
the three graces. God grant that we may more faith- 
—, keep that new commandment.—A Pennsylvania 

eacder. 


If a new sect “came along,” preaching the old 
Gospel and actually giving men and women the secret 

*This article on “Christian Science and Victory,” orig- 
inally published in the Times, forms: one of the chapters 
of “Victorious Life Studies,” by R. C. McQuilkin, an en- 
larged edition of which has just been issued and may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company, at 60 cents, 
in paper; $1, in cloth. 


of déliverance from sin arid-of a joyful life of free- 
dom, there should be-no complaint by the Christian 
Church, but only rejoicing. 

But this is.exactly what Christian Science -does 
not do. It was stated in the article referred to that 
Christian Science offered to give just what could be. 
had only from the Saviour; it is*for this reason that 
many earnest seekers for truth are led into the sys- 
tem, and it was suggested in the previous article 
that we meet these real seekers not by bitter attack 
but by helping them to the real truth they are after. 
Christian Science offers deliverance from sin by deny- 
ing: that sin has any real existenee. Therefore no 
Saviour is needed, This system does not offer to 
heal sickness, but to deliver from the illusion men 
have that sickness and death exist. ‘ 

Thus does the system at the outset deny not only 
the fundamental of Bible teaching, the néed of a 
Saviour, but also the fundamentals of all knowl- 
“edge by emptying language of all its meaning. 

Missionary students tell us that the terrible spread 
of Mohammedanism, one of the cruelest and deadli- 
est of religions, was made possible because of. the 

werlessness of the Oriental Christian churches. 

his is a terrific arraignment of the churches that 
claimed to preach Christ. But shall we admit it as 
an argument for bowing to the False Prophet? Well 
may preachers and Christian lc.ders take heed to 
such searching questions as the Pennsylvania reader 
asks, But _—— the failure of the Church ‘to. lift 
up a real Saviour from sin, shall we therefore bow 
to the False Prophetess who proclaims that there is 
no sin to be saved from, and thus annihilate the 
Saviour? 

It is a curious error of intelligent thinkers to 
suppose that this system called Christian Science is 
based upon the Scriptures. It is as complete a re- 
versal of Scriptural teaching as could well be worked 
out. Some of their own students have admitted 
this, explaining that it could gain no adherents if it 
did not begin with an achevutelamelk of the Bible. 
When once initiated into the system then the Bible 
can be cast off. 

_ A verse may be culled out of Scripture and forced 
into an interpretation to the author’s fancy. But no 
one who has an intelligent grasp of the Bible and its, ; 
message could be guilty of the well worn. suggestion 
that anything one pleases can be proved from_ the 
Bible. And if this keen Pennsylvania. reader would 
go to the only source of information about Satan he 
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need not be puzzled by conflicting deterigtons, for 


_ he would discover that one of this powerful being’s . 


chief devices is to transform himself into an angel 
of light, thus ong ey: A people in precisely the way 
that 1s being done in this modern revival of the an-. 
cient gnostic cults (2 Cor. 11:14). 

Nevertheless, we who are representatives of Christ 
Shall do well to heed such a letter as this, and ask 
if the Christ we are preaching is a real Saviour, a 
miracle-working Lord. There is no question: that 
Jesus Christ, the living.Lord, is all of this. But is 
this One our Saviour in such a way that we can 
testify that he gives us victory over sin, joy and peace. 
and liberty, the life more abundant, here and now? 


a 


Shail Sunday-School Attendance, 
be an Obligation 7? 

It has been suggested that every member of any 
church who is not already enrolled in some capacity in 
Sinday-school should be enrolled and notified of ‘his 
assignment to the class where he would probably be 
ii a voluntary attendant. ; 

This idea grows out of the thought that the church as 
usually constituted consists of the preaching service, 
the Sunday-school, and the midweek prayer-meeting, 
and one who joins the church enters into a covenant 

. with.God to. go “all the way,” and jis.not at liberty to 
select the particular “means of grace” to attend, or 
not to attend.—A Bible Class Teacher in Missouri. 


“Every member of the church enrolled in the Sun- 
day-school” is a plan that has been used effectively in 
many places. It is recognized.in such a campaign 
that there are members of the church whose home 
duties or: other obligations would hinder their at- 
tendance: in the class session, and for such cases 
the Home Department offers the solution. And since 
the cradle roll cares for an age which is a handicap 
to regular attendance, there seems to be no reason 
that can be offered why every member of the acesn j 
may not be in some department of the Sunday-school. 

With the Sunday-school as the Bible teaching ser- 
vice of the church there is real force in the sugges- 
tion that the members of the church should count it 
their duty as well as their privilege to be enrolled in 
some way, unless God definitely guides them other- 


vise. 

In all of these campaigns, however, it is unlikely 
that the superintendent or other workers would de- 
sire: church-members who were. not “voluntary at- 
tendants.” By all*means let. us urge compulsory at- 
tendance at church and: Sunday-school, provided we 
make this compulsion the compulsion of love. . There 
is real danger of legalism in supposing that uniting 
with a church means largely a covenant to perform 
certain outward acts. The covenant has been made 
with the Saviour before we join this or that body 
of people to worship. and serve him. If there is 
faithfulness to this covenant with the Lord, every 
obligation which any local church should reasonably 
ask of its members: would be abundantly fulfilled, and 
more than. fulfilled; by the members: in fellowship 
and.relationship with the Lord, 


Pat 


When the Son is 
Subjected to the Father 


Will you please give an interpretation of r Corinth- ~ 
jans 15:28: “And when all things have been sub- 
jected unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
stibjected to him that did subject all things unto him, 
that God may be all in all”?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


To our Lord Jesus Christ has been committed the 
great work of owing man and /the universe from 
the blight of sin. e is God our Saviour. “That 
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things” (Titus 2:10), “For the blessed hope 
and appearing of the glory of the great God and 
our Saviour , Ba Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

In this work of salvation our Lord Jesus Christ 
has. the pre-eminence, although the Father and the 
Spirit are ever associated with him in_thé work. 
And so we read in the passage in First Corinthians, 
“Then cometh .the end, when he shall deliver up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have abolished all rule and all authority and power. 
For he must reign, till he hath put~all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be abol- 
ished. is death. For, He put. all things in subjection 
under his feet. But when he saith, All things are 
put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who 
did subject all things unto him. And when all things 
have been subjected unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subjected to him that did subject all 
things unto him, that God may be all in all.” 

This has not to do with the question as to the 
equality of the persons of the dhead, for. they 
are equal, but the turning over to the Father of the 
kingdom with all things now subjected to God,is the 
mark of the completing of his great work as Saviour. 

We may obtain a little glimpse into the marvelous 
things. :that-lie.ahead.for those who belong to God, 
when we realize that the final turning over of the 
kingdom to the Father, as this special work of the 
Son is completed, marks only a new beginning of the 
maryelous. unfolding of the infinite God. 
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Lesson for August 22 
Psalm 51 : 1-17 . 
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As “Geologic Ages” Fade Away 


Modern science confirms the universal Deluge of the Bible 
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to change the status of old questions in contro- 

versy between evangelical Christianity and mod- 
ern natural science. With the world apparently dis- 
integrating before our very eyes the tardy methods 
of professional pedantry, miscalled “ethics,” ought 
no longer to delay the popular presentation. of facts 
so vital to a correct understanding of those prob- 
lems regarding origins which have occupied men’s 
thoughts for over a generation. 

For over a century the science of geology has 
taught as one of its absolutely certain results that 
life has been on our globe for many millions of 
years, that it began with low rudimentary forms im 
the ocean, which were followed by higher forms of 
sea creatures, reptiles, birds, mammals, and man, 
in an ever ascending scale of progress. The result 
has been that, in spite of the acknowledged failure 
of pure Darwinism as, an explanation of the trans~ 
mutation of species, in spite of Mendel’s laws as 
the final word in rendering biological transforma- 
tion an impossibility, it has been difficult to dislodge 
from the mind of mankind all idea of evolution 
somehow, in some unknown way, in the face of this 
long thin line of life forms pictured by geology as 
continuously receding from the present back to the 
vanishing point of the vistas of a past eternity. The 
attitude of the average scientist of to-day has been 
that, while we may not be able to tell just how bio- 
logical evolution actually took place, yet we cannot 
doubt that this continuously ascending scale of living 
forms must have been connected together by genetic 
relationship in some fashion,—taking for granted, of 
course, that this picture presented by geology is 
really true. And until very recent years this geolog- 
ical succession of life in a well-defined order has 
never once been questioned or inquired into. 


When Theology Adjusted its Views 


In the meantime, the Christian Church has adopted 
various ways of meeting the situation. The first 
course, the obviously consistent course, was to ¢x- 
amine carefully the claims of the rising science of 
geology that it had objectively proved the reality of 
these long ages, and to say that on the contrary 
all the geological deposits exept the “recent” were 
probably made at the time of the Flood. I have 
before me a very elaborate, scholarly treatise in two 
volumes, by Granville Penn, dated 1825, which with 
a wealth of learning and sarcastic wit shows the 
claims of contemporary geology regarding its alleged 
successive ages to be without foundation in fact. 
Another more modest volume, dated 1838, consists 
of an address to the same general effect delivered 
before the Geological Section of the British Associ- 
ation the preceding year, and advocating the Flood 
as the cause of most of the geological deposits. _ 

But these protests of the Church soon became like 
voices crying in the wilderness, for with the. final 
establishment of geology as a well-recognized science 
and with the universal admission that the alleg 
long ages of this science were really proved beyond 

uestion, quite other pdsitions were taken by the 

hurch. About 1814, Thomas Chalmers originated 
the idea that the long geological ages represented 
merely a previous state of the world, which had ex- 
isted before the period of Creation given in the first 
chapter of Genesis. It was thought that this pre- 
vious condition of the world was what is referred 
to in the first and second verses of this chapter, the 
condition described as “waste and void” having been 
brought about by all these previous forms of life 
being destroyed to make room for the wholly new 
creation of the present plants and animals. Hence 
this theory came to be known as the “interval” or 
“restitution” theory. It seems to have been suggested 
first by Chalmers to William Buckland, but it gained 
considerable prominence by Buckland’s advocatit 
it in his famous Bridgewater Treatise, and w; 
adopted by Cardinal Wiseman and many others. 

Theologically it seemed a good theory; but the 
nineteenth century was not very far advanced befere 
the scientific facts made it absolutely impossible. 
Such a theory sounded very well when it was taught 
that all the species found as fossils were absolutely 
extinct; but with the progress of science it became 
increasingly incredible that so many species of plants 
and animals could have existed in a previous age 
and been completely destroyed, and others exactly 
like them created over again in the subsequent crea- 
tion of the present order. 

But side by side with the theory just mentioned 
arose another, which was advocated by such men as 
Hugh Miller, Sir William Dawson, and Professor 
Dana, and which has generally been called the “day- 
period” theory. This theory conceded the long ages 
exactly as claimed by geology, but attempted to di- 
vide them into more or less. regular divisiens,- and 
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Here comes geology, using the searchlight of mod- 
ern scientific discovery to endorse (incidentally) 
archeology’s insistent claim of a universal D 

The author has this year been elected to the 
chair of Geology and Mineralogy in Pacific Union 
College, St. Helena, California, his work beginning 
this fall. It is refreshing to find a scientist-teacher 
like Professor Price, who holds to the old-fashioned 
faith of the fathers in an inspired Bible, and the 
thousands of Christians who do not believe tha 
the Bible and true science are contradictory will 
be interested to know that this article is the first 
of a series of three. The second article, to appear 
in an early issue, will consider the subject of 

Mendelism, a principle of heredity. 








claimed that these divisions corresponded to the 


“days” of Creation mentioned in Genesis. But when 
Gladstone, in his controversy with Huxley, fell back 
upon this same method of “harmonizing” Genesis and 


geolegy his keen antagonist very easily showed that 
the two made a very poor fit, so that after this dis- 
cussion the day-period theory gradually fell into 
disrepute. It is still advocated in certain quarters 
in a feeble way, for it has long been regarded as the 
only alternative to the out and out evolutionary view. 

But recent discoveries have again reminded us 
of the older view that there must really have been 
a world catastrophe or cataclysm, such as is men- 
tioned in the seventh or eighth chapters of Genesis. 
And ef course it is not difficult to see that if such 
an event can be established as a scientific and histor- 
ical reality, and if much or most of the geological 
depesits can be assigned to this event as competent 
cause, thé entire religio-scientific problems which have 


vexed the civilized world for more than two genera- © 


tions would become simplicity itself, and a multitude 
of other related problems would assume an entirely 
new aspect. 

For the one who would attempt to lump the major 
part of the rock formations all together and assign 
the Flood as their sufficient explanation, the reality 
of the long geological ages must first be met and 
effectually disposed of. ow is this to be done? Is 
there any reason seriously to question the scientific 
accuracy of this series of long continued: ages, which 
for nearly a hundred years has been considered as 
firmly established as the rotundity of the earth or its 
revolution around the sun? 

+ I shall give but three arguments against the realit 
ef these long-drawn-out geological ages of whic 
the fossils are regarded as the infallible time-tickets. 
Other arguments, more suited for a strictly scientific 
discussion, will be found in my “Fundamentals of 
Geology.” 

Why do Fossils Skip Certain Strata? 

1. According to the universally accepted arrange- 
ment, very many‘genera of plants and animals, often 
whole tribes, are found as fossils only in the so- 
called “oldest” rocks, and have skipped all the rest, 
though found in comparative abundance in our mod- 
ern world. Many other kinds have skipped from 
the. middle of the geological series down to the mod- 
ern, while it is a common thing for other kinds to 
skip large sections of the geological series, 

These facts indicate that there must be something 
wrong with the accepted arrangement of the fossil, 
to say the least; while it is equally evident that these 
absurdities could be easily avoided if the popular 
distinctions as to the age of the various fossils are 
cegarded as purely artificial, the geological series be- 
ing regarded as merely an old time taxonomic or 
classification series of the life forms of the ante- 
diluvian world. In that case, the familiar series of 
fossil animals usually called “horses” would really 
mean no more than a similar arrangement of mod- 
ern Yi from a King Charles spaniel to a St. Ber- 
nar 


2. It is a common thing to find what are called 
very “young” beds (that is, containing “young” fos- 
sils) on others ticketed as much older, with the two 
series of beds in such perfect conformability that the 
vast interval of time alleged to be properly interven- 
ing between them is wholly unrepresented either by 
deposition or erosion. It is as if nature had closed 
shop, or had put an injunction on the action of the 
elements for a few million years, and everything had 
to continue in the status quo for this long interval, 
the waters neither wearing away nor building up over 
any part of this taboo ground for all this long time. 
In many instances, too, these age-separated rock de- 
posits are so very much alike in structure and in 
mineral make-up that, to quote the words of a 
prominent scientist, “were it not for fossil evidence, 
eae would naturally think that a single formation was 


‘ relationship between these 


being dealt with” (McConnell); while these strange 
tell-tale conditions are “not merely local, but per- 
sistent over wide areas” (A. Geikie), so much se 
that “the numerous examples” (Suess) of these 
anomalous conditions “may well be cause for aston- 
ishment” (Suess). 

Even more enlightening, if possible, as to the real 
different beds is the fact 
that these conformable conditions of what are called 
age-separated strata are often repeated over and over 
again in the same vertical section, the same kind of 
anachronistic bed reap ring at intervals with other 
beds of an-entirely different “age,” that is, repeatedl 
reappearing “as if regularly interbedded” (A. Geikie 
with them in a manifestly undisturbed series of 


Strata, 

All of which further prove that the distinctions 
as to age made between the various fossils are purely 
artificial, and. cannot be true. 

3. In numerous instances, and.extending over hun- 
dreds or even thousands of square miles, the per- 
fectly conformable conditions referred to in the pre- 
vious paragraphs are exactly reproduced upside down. 
That is, some of the very “oldest” rocks are found 
on top of some of the very “youngest,” with every 
appearance of natural conformability; in other words, 
looking as if laid down in an order exactly contrary 
to the theory of successive ages. For example, there 
is an area just east of the main divide of the Rockies, 
occupying considerable parts of Montana and Alberta, 
and covering perhaps ten thousand square miles, 
where what are called Algonkian or Pre-Cambrian 
strata, containing what are called the very oldest fos- 
sils on earth, lie on top of soft Cretaceous beds whic 
contain fossils classed as almost the very “youngest.” 
Not only so, but these two sets of beds, throughout 
all this wide area, look exactly as if they had bees 
naturally deposited in this position, a Government 
geologist remarking of the line of contact between the 
upper and lower beds in one locality that it “acts 
exactly like the line of contact of two nearly hori- 
zontal formations” and in a natural section cut out 
by a river the two sets of beds “appear to succeed 
one another conformably.” 

But similar contradictions to the accepted order of 
the rocks occur in the Southern Appalachian Moun- 
tains, in the Alps, and indeed in almost every part 
of the earth which has been carefully examined. 

Of course, evolutionary geologists try to explaia 
how these rocks happened te get in such peculiar posi- 
tions, but the obvious facts are so eloquent against the 
current .theories that the attempted explanations are 
more incredible and involve more horrible contortions 
of the earth’s crust than has ever been charged against 
the theory of a universal Deluge. And in view ef 
the wide areas over which the rocks so flatly con- 
tradict the popular evolutionary theories, one is 
tempted to ask, How much more of the earth’s sur- 
face would we have to find with the fossils in this 
reverse order before scientists would become con- 
vinced that there must be something wrong, radically 
and incurably wrong, with the current theories? Or 
hdw much more area would we have to find in this 
situation before it would become allowable for sci- 
entists to admit the possibility that these rocks may 
— have been deposited in the order of sequence 
in which we now find them? But if one single set of 
these “upside-down” strata were really deposited is 
the order in which we now find them, what would be- 
come of the whole theery of biological evolution? 
Would any ofe thereafter ever refer to the evolu- 
tion theory except “to point a meral or adorn a tale” 
regarding the sad histery of perverse speculative in- 
genuity? 


A Fivefold Testimony ef the Recks 


But let us restrain ourselves, and be calm and 
moderate. The facts enumerated above are admittedly 
difficult to account for om the basis of the long geo- 
logical ages with the fossils in a fixed and precise 
order, while each and all of them are perfectly nat- 
ural on the basis of the older hypothesis of a univer- 
sal Deluge as the eause of the geological changes. 

Having thus broken the spell and dissipated the 
false glamor of impeccability which has so long been 
thrown around this problem of the geological “ages,” 
and having shown that the strata are at. least toler- 
ant of the hypothesis of a universal Deluge, we are 
now prepared to see mere meaning in some other 
well-known facts about the rocks which have hitherte 
been considered merely curious and noteworthy, but 
without any particular meaning. For the reader cas 
now see in each of the five facts to be presented a 
furthet argument im favor of the hypothesis of a 
universal luge as the proper explanation of the 
geological facts. 


1. For instance, it has long been known thatstie 


fossils found in the stratified rocks are, as a 
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quite abnormal in their abundance, for very few fos- 
sils are now being made in our modern world. They 
are also abnormal in their ipuerety) splendid pres- 
ervation, mere comminuted fragments being about 
all that our modern world can show as materials for 
fossilization. 

2. There is but one climate known to geology proper 
(if we ignore the fable of a “glacial age,” which has 
already been disposed of b oworth and others), 
and this climate was astonishingly warm and equable 
over the whole globe. But the elephants and other 
animals found frozen in the ice of arctic Siberia are 
irrefutable contemporary vouchers that this. wonder- 
ful climate was “abruptly terminated,” as Dana ex- 
presses it, and became “suddenly extreme as of a 
single winter’s night.” Other considerations just as 
conclusively prove that this change of climate was 
not local, but world-wide in extent. 


3. It has also long been known that, when looked 
at broadly, the fossils appear to be quite generally 
larger and better dexsdoped thah their nearest livin 
representatives. In the*light of the previously state 
facts showing that the fossils are not to be arranged 
off in ages, but that they merely represent various 
forms of life that existed side by side in the long 
ago even as now, it is very significant that this 
quality of large size is characteristic of all the forma- 
tions, and that when we cross over into our modern 
era the difference in the fossils is just as sudden and 
complete as is that of climate. 


4. It was long taught in the text-books that strata 
exactly like those found in the fossiliferous rocks 
are now being formed in great abundance over all 
the ocean floor. But the work of the “Challenger” 
Expedition, with many subsequent investigations, has 
shown that this is all a migtake. In the deep ocean, 
in fact over all the real oceanic area, absolutely no 
true stratigraphical deposits are now being made. 
From end to end over the whole ocean floor, there 
is no a no sand, no clay being shifted or de- 
posited in modern times, no movement whatever to 
disturb the eternal calm of the silent waters. As 
Geikie remarks of the deposits now lying quietly 
on the bottom of our modern ocean, “They have 
no analogues among the formations of the earth’s 
crust” (“Textbook,” p. 929, edition of 1903). That 
is, these modern beds in the ocean are distinctly dif- 
ferent in mechanical make-up from those beds which 
compose our dry land, laid down in the ancient time, 
though these latter beds contain abundant remains 
of animals which once lived in the deep waters of 
the ocean. Hence it is a fair inference that some 
wholly uncommon action of the elements produced 
the ancient deposits, 


5. It used also to be taught that around all our 
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coasts profound changes of level are constantly go- 
ing on, slowly but =~ producing exchanges of 
land and water even to-day that are similar to the 
changes recorded in the ancient strata. But lead- 
ing geologists, like Suess and Howorth, set them- 
selves to examine the evidence supposed to prove 
these alleged modern changes of level, and they 
found that no adequate evidence for this idea exists. 
I might quote abundant testimony to this effect, but 
I have space for but one, from Professor Eduard 
Suess, of Vienna, the greatest of medern geologists, 
who, in summing up the case regarding the measure- 
ments of the coasts of Greenland, Sweden and else- 
where, declares, “Displacements susceptible of meas- 
urement have not occurred within the historic period” 
(“Face of the Earth,” Vol. II, p. 497). 

Thus we have abundant evidence to show that the 
geological deposits are abnormal in almost every 
way, that they are unlike the deposits. now being 
formed, and point to conditions of formation in the 
ast wholly different from anything now Boing on. 
The five facts just considered only confirm what 
we had found under the previous counts, namely, 
that we have in the geological strata merely the 
ruins of a former beautiful world. the animals and 
plants of that world having written on the rocks an 
epitaph of their own death and burial, which being 
now correctly deciphered testifies of that terrible 
time when the world, “being overflowed with water, 
perished” (2 Peter 3:6). . 

These facts give important evidence toward the 
authenticity of the Bible narrative. 

The supreme question before the modern world in 
the vexed problems of religion and science is, Has 
there been a real universal Deluge? ‘That the evi- 
dence given above is amply sufficient to rehabilitate 
this ancient hypothesis as an alternative explanation 
of the facts of the rocks as we now know them, that 
modern discoveries will at least tolerate this explan- 
ation, will, I think, appear a very. mild statement 
of the present situation. It would hardly be too 
strong to say that the alternative theory of evolution 
and the long geological ages is virtually put out of 
court, and that the Bible’s record of a universal Flood 
stands to-day as the most reasonable explanation of 
the seashells found on the mountain-tops and the 
corals underlying mountains and plains. 

So now, amid the crash and wreck of a disinte- 
rating world, as she sets herself to the completion of 
er Master’s work, with the shadows of the gather- 

ing night thickening around her, how cheering for 
the Church to be able to turn with renewed confidence 
to that treasured Guide Book which she has brought 
with her down the centuries, and which has told the 
one consistent story all these years, 
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Unifying Religious Education in Your Church } 


The Committee: Its Task, 
Personnel, and Opportunity 


By Marion Lawrance %>°g! Secreta, of the International 





** Ask Marion Lawrance: he knows’’— if it’s anything about the Sunday-school. And this is a 


vitally important question he is answering here. 


If you are a Sunday-school leader or worker, can 


you afford to overlook it ? 


and the educational program of the church 

should be a unified program. With this in view, 
the following suggestions are made concerning the 
organization and work of a committee of religious 
education in a local church. 

First let us consider the formation of the com- 
mittee itself. Of course, if the committee is to 
represent the church as a whole the various activities 
of the church should be recognized ppon the com- 
mittee, with an appropriate number of representa- 
tives from each. The committee may consist of 
but three people in a small church, or it may. reach 
the number of eleven or twelve, or even more, in 
a large church. It may be helpful to name various 
activities of the church to be represented: 


1. The Church Itself. The pastor without doubt 
should be a member of this committee. Perhaps 
one or two other members should be appointed, and 
if two members, then one of them should represent 
the officiary of the church, chosen perhaps from the 
trustees, or deacons, or elders, or some other official 
body. The third member might be chosen to rep- 
resent the great bulk of the church-membership. 

2. The Sunday School. Since the Sunday-school 
is the .chief agency for religious education in the 
church, extreme care should taken that the Sun- 
day-school be thoroughly and properly represented 
upon this committee. Surely the superintendent 
should bé a member of this committee. There should 
also be a member representing the Children’s Di- 
vision, and another one representing the Young Peo- 
ple’s Division, and perhaps a third, representing the 
Adult Division. It would be altogether proper for 
the Director of Religious Education, who is comin 
¢ and more to be a paid officer, to be a member o 


"Tina church with all of its activities is a unit, 


this committee, and he might be added to those named 
above, or maintain a general relation to the com- 
mittee, 


3. The Young People’s Society. Choose one mem- 
ber from this society. Perhaps it may-be well to 
let the society select their own representative. It 
may be the president or some other active young 
man or young woman. 


4. The Women’s Missionary Society. One member 
chosen by the society itself. 

5. Other Organizations. One member chosen by 
each other organization in the church can be added 


if there are such, as a Men’s Club, unless they are 


identified with the Sunday-school, or a Women’s Aid 
Society, or any other organizations which would be 
interested. 


Organizing the Committee.—Two officers are suf- 
ficient, or at most, three, for this committee. The 
first will be the chairman. In many cases he will 
be the pastor of the church, but not necessarily so. 
Then the committee should have a secretary, who 
may or may not be the Director of Religious Edu- 
cation. If there is a Director of Religious Edu- 
cation, giving full time to the church, it may be well 
to appomt some one else as a recording secretary 
so as not to interfere with the time of this paid 
officer. In the writer’s judgment every church which 
is able to de so should employ on full time a Director 


of ——— Education, who should be in charge of 
oo igious Educational program of the entire 
1 


This committee should meet at least once a month 
and consider all phases of the work committed to 
their hands. 


The Program.—Let us consider the program in 
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sections as it is related to and represented by the 

various activities named in the committee itself. 
For the Church.—(1) Course of Reading. It 

would be a blessing to any church if all the members 


or a large proportion of them could be induced to 


read one good book a year on some particular phase 
of Christian work. It would usually be a book sug- 
gested by the pastor. Suppose, for example, 
should recommend some such book as “The Church 
We Forget,” by P. Whitwell Wilson (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $2); or it may be along the 
line of church finance, or church administration. It 
matters little what the particular subject of the book 
is, so long as it represents some feature of vital 
church life. 

It would take a long while for a church to read 
one book if but one copy were provided. It is bet- 
ter, therefore, to settle upon one k than upon a 
number, and procure several, indeed perhaps a dozen 
copies of that one book, and assign each copy to a 
certain number of people to read one after another. 
Or the book could be read aloud in groups. If the 
right book is chosen and the right method adopted 
for its reading, there can be little doubt as to the 
results. 

Possibly it would be a good plan to have one sec- 
tion of the church read one book and another sec- 
tion another book. This would depend upon the de- 
cision of the committee. There is here also a fine 
opportunity for a course of study on the part of those 
who desire to go deeper into the principles underly- 
ing the church life and control. Fortunately there 
are a good many books which could. be really studied 
by the church officers particularly, and by 3 laymen 
as well. The results of such study would be most 
helpful. } 

(2) Magazine Articles. There appear also from 
time to time strategic articles in the leading period- 
icals of our day which could be passed along and 
read’ by the membership of the church. One of the 
benefits of this sort of reading, and not the least 
by any means, is that the church could be induced 
to think along a given line at a given time. 

(3) Church Periodicals. One at least of the rec- 
ognized periodicals of the church should find its 
way into every church home.. There is no other wa 
in which church consciousness and familiarity wi 
the doings of one’s denomination can be so rapidly 
and efficiently cultivated. This Committee on Re- 
ligious Education, through its secretary, assisted by 
the volunteers, would provide for a- thorough can- 
vass of the church in a determined effort to place 
the denominational paper in every home. Some plan 
should. be grovesee whereby certain copies may be 
subscribed for out of the church treasury to be sent, 
without any publicity, to families that cannot afford 
to subscribe. There is no measuring the Mapes 
which may come to any church if the families coul 
be. induced to read these periodicals regularly. In 
addition to this, however, they should be induced to 
read other periodicals of a general character, which, 
of course, would be recommended by the Committee 
on Religious Education. This would help to keep them 
in touch with the great on-going features of the King- 
dom and of the world. 


For the Sunday-School.—Since the Sunday-school 
is recognized as the leading educational department 
on the Church, it is here that the Committee on Re- 
ligious Education will find its chief task and its 
greatest opportunity. 

There is much confusion at present in regard 
to the lessons used in the Sunday-school. The In- 
ternational Sunday School Association provides two 
distinct courses, one known as the Improved Uniform 
Course, the other as the fully or closely Graded 
Course. There are various modifications of these 
that have been adopted by some of the denominations 
and other agencies. There are also other courses of 
study which are entirely separate from these. 

A school of any size, if left to itself is likely to 
have a miscellaneous set of lessons in use. 
Committee on Religious Education should go into 
this matter very thoroughly, studying not only the 
courses of lessons that are wathibie, but the needs 
and conditions of the school itself, and then_under- 
take to select the lessons for the various divisions 
and departments of the school that will be best suited 
to their needs. It may be a combination course, that 
is to say, part of the school using one course of les- 
sons, and. another part another course of lessons. 
This is often done. For exaniple, the adult end of 
the school may use the Improved Uniform Lessons, 
while the Children’s Department and Young People’s 
Department use the closely Graded Lessons. 

t is to be remembered that there is a representa- 
tive from the Children’s Division of the school .on 
this committee, who will no doubt have very clear 
ideas as to what lessons should be used in that Di- 
vision. The same is true of the Young People’s 
Division and the Adult Division, and then the general 
superintendent of the school is present also, and 
without a doubt will be heard from. ; 

It is not the pupere of this article to indicate 
what lessons shall be chosen, only to state that the 

ons when chosen should represent the combined 
wisdom of this committee; and when chosen, there 
should be no changing of the lessons at will by any 
officer or teacher in the school. It may be that, after 
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Lesson for August 22 
Psalm 51 : 1-17 


trial, it will be discovered that some lessons which 
de been recommended will not be so well nteows 
to a department or class as they should be. Such 
matters should come before this committee on Edu- 
cation and be decided by them. There is but one 
way to avoid confusion, and that is to recognize this 
committee as final authority in all these matters. — 

The publishers of all these courses of lessons will 
gladly furnish outlines of their courses and other 
printed material for information and examination. 

For the Young People’s Society.—Those in charge 
of the work of the Young People’s Society, by what- 
ever name known, prepare books for study along 
various lines. Be it Christian Endeavor Society, 
Epworth League, Baptist Young People’s Union, or 
any other similar society, their parent bodies are 
always making su tions of some-books for ets 
at a given time. Usually one of these books 1 
be recommended and would named without a 
doubt by the representative of the cout. People’s 
Society. There is too great a tendency these days 
for our young people to soft-pedal the educational 
ide of ristian life, and if a systematic effort is 
made, as indicated in this article, something may be 
done to remedy that condition. Nothing would ele- 
vate the standard of a Young People’s Society in any 
church more than to secure the reading or study of 
constructive and helpful books, with a definite object 
in view. 

For the Women’s Missionary Society.—The gen- 
eral Missionary. Boards usually select a given line 
of study for the missionary societies in the local 
churches. For a given year it may be in China, or 
India, or South America, or soine other field. These 
outlines are familiar to all the missionary societies, 
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and the book or books suggested will no doubt be 
recommended to the Committee on Religious Edu- 
cation the representative of the Women’s Mis- 


-sionary iety. 


A Unified Program.—In the beginning of this arti- 
cle the desirability of a unified program of religious 
education was referred to. Here we have it. For 
the most part, the various activities of the church 
have in the past selected their particular books for 
reading and study, but the whole is now unified: into 
one course of religious education, and is so presented 
to the church. The entire program, with the method 
of carrying it out in all departments of the church, 
should be put up in a neat leaflet form and placed 
in the hands of the membership. The outline of it 
may be carried on one page of the church calendar 
po | week, or occasionally, and thus enable the peo- 
ple to become familiar with the program. 

It is necessary to remember, however, that such 
a program as this will not work itself. The interest 
of the church in this matter will depend very largely 
upon the interest, enthusiasm, and activities of the 

‘ommittee on Religious Education, with the Director 
of Religious Education as the chief promoter. But if 
that committee is wisely chosen and accepts its ‘task 
seriously, there will be little doubt but that the re- 
sults will be very great and very apparent. The pro- 
gram can be adapted to a church of any size, large 
or small, and no machinery should be erected unless 
there is a need to be met thereby. With these prin- 
ciples kept in mind, great results may be realized 
from any church which will make an honest attempt 
to carry out a unified program of religious educa- 
tion. 


CHICAGO, 





so thin I was transparent 





How I Cured My Ragged Thinking 


When I- was so broad that I was flat, 


By Wil R. Johnson 





The correspondence course is a product of modern times which has made education elastic. The 

sailor aboard ship, the flagman on the transcontinental passenger train, the farmer boy in the wheat- 

fields of the West or the cotton fields of the South, the ambitious boy or girl, man or woman, every- 

where, has been. able to study bookkeeping, salesmanship, engineering, and the like, without going to 

college. The correspondence course has thrived, too, in the field of religious education.. This is an 
enthusiastic tribute to its value, bubbling up out of a grateful heart. 


perience is the best teacher,” then I confidently 

feel that I have every right to speak with some- 
what of an authoritative voice on the question of the 
value of Correspondence Study Courses. Already 
two diplomas from such courses repose among the 
“relics” in my desk, and I am well on the way toward 
adding another. And it may be of some interest to 
whomsoever may read these words to know that 
these. courses. have been taken as a kind of post- 
graduate course after text-books and classrooms 
had become memories. 

It was some years after my ordination that I 
made a rather disconcerting discovery. My work was 
being blessed, and my soul life was growing, to be 
sure, but I noted that I was getting into the habit 
of ragged thinking. I read much, and I read widely. 
My mind was stored with a fearful and wonderful 
collection of information on all sorts of subjects. I 
knew, so it seemed, a little bit about everything, and 
people marveled. But in my deepest soul I was 
conscious that I did not know much about anything, 
and I mourned in inward humiliation. I was so 
broad that I was flat. I had spread myself out so 
thin that I was transparent. 

As a minister of the Gospel, the most humiliating 
admission that I had to make to myself was that 
I knew comparatively little of the real contents of 
the Bible. I knew a great deal, in general, about the 
Book, but of the Book itself I was a long way from 
being a master. Is it possible that there are other 
peemcoete in the same predicament, if they were only 

onest enough to admit it? 

Once the defect became clear, my next task was 
to find the remedy. I saw that what I needed was 
not merely knowledge, but specific; classified, ex- 
haustive, and if possible original knowledge. Setting 
eo to attain that goal, I made several resolu- 
ions. 


First—As a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
while it was good to be familiar with the world 
of art and literature, and indeed everything else so 
far as might lie in my power, my big job was to be 
& specialist in the use of that Word which is “sharper 
than any two-edged sword.” Constantly operating 
in the field of spiritual surgery, as a disciple of the 
Great Physician should be, it was my supreme duty 
to be familiar with the instrument which, in Spirit- 
guided hands, pierced “even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,” dis- 
cerning even the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Hence my logically pre-eminent resolve was to be 
aman of one Book, and that Book the Bible. That 
resolve settled the question of specific knowledge. 


I MORALISTS are right in declaring that “ex- 


Second.—I clearly saw that it would.never do to 
spend a few hours each day in a haphazard study 
of first one thing and then another, That would mean 
ragged information on a specific subject, scarcely any 
better than similar gleanings on a multitude of sub- 
jects. So I set myself to master a course of study. 
At first the impulse was to make my own course. 
Then I seriously questioned if I were capable of 
mapping out a course that would be worth while. 
Surely it was the Voice behind me, whispering “this 
is the way, walk ye in it,” that suggested a corre- 
spondence ‘course, such as any Bible institute can 
supply. I already knew something of the value of 
synthetic study, so instinctively my second resolve 
was made, to take up a thorough study of the Bible, 
synthetically, as suggested in the course I had selected. 
Then followed weeks and months of growth in “grace 
and the knowledge of the Lord” that were precious 
to my soul indeed. Very soon I began to be very 
sure that my second resolve had settled my second 
difficulty, that of, classified knowledge. With refresh- 
ing power the conviction gripped my heart that I 
knew what I knew, and could tell it to others in such 
a way that they too could rejoice with me. 


Third—The resolve to know all that it was pos- 
sible for me to learn on the subject was. richly re- 
warded. While I was not able readily to follow the 
general drift of the various shades of meaning in 
the analysis of certain precious texts, owing to a 
marvelous ignorance of the original languages (a 
difficulty that was in a small measure overcome by 
a diligent use of Strong’s Concordance), fabulous 
mines of truth opened up to me in my prayerful 
searching of book after book. Poor in this world’s 
goods, as most preachers are, I soon began to feel 
that I was a billionaire in my possessions in the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. The Bible gradually 
became as really and consciously a part of my very 
existence as the heart throbbing in my breast. I 
began to feel that I knew it. Not merely its general 
historical facts, but its deep spiritual truths; not 
merely its broad outlines and entrancing panoramas, 
but its sweet quiet nooks, and shaded dells and tryst- 
ing-places, where one might speak face to face with 
God, as a man with his friend. 

What a power I began to find it in my work too! 
Many a time have I quoted in triumph the words of 
one of the best friends a young man ever had, Dr. 
J. Wilbur Chapman, “There’s none like it! There's 
none like it when your head is aching! There is 
none like it when your heart is breaking! There is 
none like it when the day is without its sun, and 
the night without its star! There is none like it 
when your children are motherless! There is none 
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like it when you bury your baby! There is none like 
it when the springs of life are snapping! There 
is none like it when you reach the end of life’s jour- 
ney, and pillow your head on its promises, and 
stoops and kisses you to sleep!” It is fathomless, 
but its exhaustless wealth is open to him who will 
“seek for it as silver, and search for it as for hid 
treasure.” 


Fourth—wWhile I have ever had an unwavering 
admiration for the “old” things that sages of this 
and other generations have presented to the world 
as priceless heirlooms, I have never been without a 
assion to think, to some extent at least, along orig- 
inal lines. The great thoughts of great men were my 
inheritance, but I felt it my privilege as well as duty 
to add to that inheritance, if possible, and in pre 
senting truth to ~~ congregations bring forth things 
new, as well as old. As Il-waded through one cor- 
respondefice course after another, there began to 
dawn upon me something of the profound truth 
wrapped up in the simple statement, “The seed is the 
Word.” -day I am convinced that every great 
truth that has ever been expressed by the lips of men, 
or ever will be expressed, whether they knew of 
the existence of the Bible or not, has its seed in that 
Word. There is absolutely no incentive to great 
thinking in the world to compare with prayerful 
Bible study —and when I say great thinking I also 
mean clear thinking. For instance, in this respect, 
though I had studied one handbook of systematic 
theology after another, for years, I never did clearly 
understand the distinction between law and grace 
until I found it in Romans and Galatians. To think 
of these “discoveries,” scores of them, more precious 
than gold, thrills me to-day, and every day, for they 
are fresh as the dew every morning. Let me add 
this word. It is still miraculously true that many 
things “are hidden from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed unto babes.” It isn’t the trained mind so 
much as the childlike spirit that helps us to “think 
God’s thoughts after him.” The teaching of trained 
tutors is a thing not to be despised, but there are 
things in the Book of Books that no man can teach, 
they must be taught by the author, the Spirit of the 
living God (1 John 2: 20, 27). 

In conclusion, if any man, minister or layman, feels 
that the worth-while things, much as he desires them, 
are beyond his reach; if he is so situated that he 
cannot go and sit at the feet of any one of the great 
Spirit-anointed teachers of the deep things of God, 
the next best thing, — or should I say, even a better 
thing, —is to take up the prayerful systematic study 
of some course as it has been prepared by such a 
teacher. With the Bible as a text-book, the sugges- 
tions of the course as a guide, and the Spirit of God 
as your Great Illuminator, you will most certainly 
see things that it will be impossible to put into lan- 
guage. So sure am I of this that my wife and I are 
already planning to take up still another course this 
summer. I know I need it, if I am to grow in sym- 
metrical spirituality, and she declares she simply can- 
not do her work efficiently without it. 

CHATTANOOGA, 


When a Bible Training School 
Gave Me Back My Bible 


By N. B. S. 


WAS saved and called into Christian service when 

I was sixteen years of age, but I was very unfor- 
tunately directed to a school where they taught the 
New Theology, which robbed’ me of my simple faith 
in God and his inspired Word. I went out from 
this school into Christian work and tried to put into 
practise the sociology and ethics I had studied. 

After spending several years in this social uplift 
work, I sat down, took inventory, and found that I 
had “fished all night and caught nothing.” My hon- 
est purpose was the salvation of souls, but I had 
utterly failed, and as I searched for the cause and 
prayed for light I saw that trying to win souls with- 
out an inspired Bible and without an_ intimate ac- 
quaintance with a prayer answering God was like 
going out to battle empty handed. 

I then asked the Lord to open the way for me 
to go to a Bible school, and that prayer was mir- 
aculously and almost immediately answered. Those 
wonderful Bible classes, and the fellowship of those 
who believed and lived the Book made those months 
I spent at the Bible school the happiest time of my 
life. I found in the Word that which satisfies the 
deepest hunger of my own soul and I am now happily 
engaged in passing it on to others. 

But the best part of it all is—it works! It saves 
the lost, sets the captive free, heals the broken- 
hearted,— in fact, it just fits every human need, and 
has the message that this sad sin-cursed world needs. 
I learned at the Bible school how to “say a word in 
season to him that is weary,” and it comforts and 
helps because it is not my own word but the word 
of Him that sent me. 

GREENVILLE, OHIO. 


Did you send that $5 to The Sunday School Times 
Company for Mr, Chafer’s wonderful set of books? 
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The Victorious Life 








Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional, There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en- 
tirely dependent for pport upon the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had from Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 





First Conference, Cedar Lake ...ssssesseeeeeeesssAUgust 14-20 
Second Conference, Cedar Lake .......ccesssceees August 21-29 
Dr. A. J. Ramsey, R ~<: McQuilkin, H. B. 
Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncafi Thomas, Mrs. J. Har- 
vey Borton, B. F. Culp, and missionary speakers 
(The Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North Avenue, Chicago.) 


Far Eastern Conferences 


Peitaiho Missionary Conference (China) ..... July 10-Aug. 10 
Kuling Leaders’ Conference (Central China) ..July 25-Aug. 8 
Chikongshan Conference (China) ....cccscecessceesssAug. 8-12 
Peitaiho’ Leaders’ Conference (China) .........+ eoseeAug. 15-26 


Several local institutes during September. 

(The above dates for the Far East conferences may be 
shifted slightly; they are published so that Sunday School 
Times readers may pray for them.) 
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Why the African Natives Went 
Everywhere, Preaching 


N THE heart of Africa and of Asia there are 

little churches, and some big churches, of native 
Christians, which have a fundamental need. And it 
is not strange that this need should be just the need 
that Christians in America have. At the recent Vic- 
torious. Life Conference in the Moody Church, in 
Chicago, which was followed by the Missionary Rally, 
Mr. Hatch, of the South African General Mission, 
who has preached the Gospel in Rhodesia for twenty 
years, said that they had native Christians on their 
station who believed on the Lord Jesus, but were not 
living fully yielded lives. “You know what kind of a 
life that is, —it is not a victorious life, but it is a 
life where a person falls into condemnation through 
sin, comes and repents and starts again.” 

Then Mr. Hatch went on to tell what happened on 
that station on a certain October day several years 
ago when the Holy Spirit fell upon the people. There 
was an entire yielding of spirit, soul, and body on the 
part of the native Christians, and the results were 
overwhelming. Sin was put away, lives were changed, 
the native Christians went everywhere preaching the 
Gospel, for two hundred miles around. One young 
man, converted on the banks of a river as a result 
of one of these trips, became a native evangelist, and 
in a short time secured fifty young men and women 
who not only accepted Christ as their Saviour but 
decided to become evangelists. 

This result seems startling only because of the 
contrast with the usual experience in mission sta- 
tions. While conditions differ on different fields, yet it 
may be fairly stated that the average result is the 
result of the average Christian experience. The nor- 
mal result of normal Christian experience, which is 
the victorious life, is such evangelistic zeal as this. 
At this conference in Chicago some of the mission- 
aries were confirmed in their belief that the heart 
of their need on the mission station is the preach- 
ing of Christ as the sufficient Saviour for Christians, 
the putting away of sin, and the living of that kind 
of Christ fife which is sure to propagate itself. 


te 
Nuggets from Conference Speakers 


“The way some regard the salvation of the Lord 
Jesus would justify the sneer of Ingersoll that Chris- 
tianity is a cheap way of getting off. It is not a 
cheap way of getting of, but God’s way of getting on.” 


“The reason that some Christians have difficulty 
with the ‘so walk in him’ of Colossians 2:6 is be- 
cause they have no cleat experience of, nor under- 
standing of, the ‘as ye received Christ Jesus the 
Lord,’ in the first part of the verse.” 


“Sin is missing the mark. But whose mark? Man 
is accustomed to set up a mark on the outside, and 
when he does not reach it says that he has ‘fallen 
short.’ But God looketh upon the heart, not on the 
outward appearance.” 


“Paul not only gave the message of the Lord. He 
himself was a message. When he spoke of the peace 
of God that passeth all understanding he was talk- 
ing of something that he knew in experience.” 


“Tn nothing be anxious’ is as definite a command 
as “Thou shalt not kill.” And God never gives a 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


command that he does not give the power to ob- 
serve.” 


.“Man’s freedom consists in his power, to choose 
his master. His own master he cannot be.” 


“The righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us in 
actual everyday experience as we walk after the 
Spirit and not after the flesh.” 


“No one can be walking after the flesh and after 
the Spirit at the same time. No one can be in the 


flesh and in the Spirit at the same moment. These 
things are mutually exclusive.” 
“The Lord Jesus is not here to scold you. He is 


here to give you resurrection life.” 


“When we get into personal touch with Jesus 
Christ, it is not so much a question of what we can 
do for him, but what he wants to do for us.” 


“The Christian life must begin by a personal inter- 
view with Jesus Christ. A personal interview which 
results in a miracle. Joining church, or being bap- 
tized, or trying to be good, or turning over a new 
leaf, cannot avail to make a man a new creature.” 


“Every one who has a normal, New Testament 
experience of regeneration has in that moment the 
Victorious Life in Christ. For he has the fruit of 
the Spirit, and the love of God shed abroad in his 
heart. What is needed is to continue as we started.” 


Library Co-Operation in 
Religious Education 


By William J. Hart, D.D. 


LIBRARY of unusual excellence is the proud 

boast of Utica, N. Y., and there has always been 
manifest a desire to serve the city in the best pos- 
sible manner. Branch libraries, special works for 
foreigners, and particular arrangements on special 
seasons and subjects have been some of the ways 
in which the library has sought to exert an uplift- 
ing influence on the life of the people. 

A Community School of Christian Education has 
been in operation since the season of 1918. The 
ministers of the city, and many other religious 
workers, have taken a very active interest in this; 
and it has already proved to be a distinct success. 
The classes and lectures are held in the Y. M. C. A. 
building, 

The public library has had separate rooms for re- 
ligious books and periodicals for two or three years, 
and these are, perhaps, the most attractive in the 
beautiful building. A fact indicative of the desire 
to minister to the various wants of the community 
in the most helpful form is seen in a choice selectiqn 
of. books on the subjects which are being conducted 
in the Community School of Religious Education. 
Hence, without loss of time, or with simply a limited 
acquaintance with books and library methods, stu- 
dents can go directly to the shelves containing this 
selection, and immediately find the books related to 
their studies. This is a distinct service to about sixty 
persons. Every public library can serve in the same 
way, according to its size, if it displays the same 
commendable spirit of co-operation. 

DotceEvIL_e, N. Y. 
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The Christian College Student 
and His Problems 


N RESPONSE to a wide expression of interest the 

series of articles by J. A. Morris Kimber, M.A., 
on the Christian College Student and his Problems, 
of which the concluding chapter, on college amuse- 
ments, is to be printed in these columns within a 
few weeks, is being published in attractive booklet 
form and may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, at twenty-five cents a copy. 
There are four chapters, entitled “When the Time 
Comes to Go to College,” “What College Organiza- 
tions Shall He Join?” “Shall He Go in for College 
Dramatics?” and “Taking Christ into College Amuse- 
ments.” 

This is the opportune season to give the booklet 
both to those who have not finally decided on a col- 
lege, and (for guidance in college) to those Christian 
students whose choice is already made. The short, 
to-the-point talks, written with a practical sympathy 
for the young man or woman’s position and view- 
point will surely be welcomed by them. Parents, 
Sunday-school teachers, and pastors should find op- 
portunity to give the booklets to many young people 
of their acquaintance. 


we 


“Hymns with a parpent, for evangelists, singable 
hymns for the Young People’s Society or home circle, 
the old favorites for church and conference meeting 
—are ail in the new Victorious Life Hymns, pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, or 
$55 a hundred. 


-but for 











































































































AUGUST 7, 1920 


T THE World Conference on Christian Funda- 

mentals in Chicago, June 13 to 20, the Committee 
on Correlation of Religious Magazines and Period- 
icals reported that in co-operation with the Phila- 
delphia Executive Committee the following letter, 
calling the attention of denominational and _ inde- 
pendent panes of Sunday-school lesson helps to 
the need of emphasizing the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith in lesson helps not only for teachers 
upils, had been sent to thirty-three pub- 
lishers of Sunday-school lesson helps in the United 
States and Canada. The Fundamentals Conference 
heartily approved this action, and manifested a great 
deal of interest in the subject of “safe” Sunday- 
school lesson helps. Four publishing houses have 
sent samples of their helps tod the Executive Secre- 
tary, Mr. J. Davis Adams, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia, to be examined by the Editorial Com- 
mittee of the Christian Fundamentals Bible’ Confer- 
ence Association. The letter referred to above is 
as follows: 


To All Publishers of Sunday-school Lesson Helps: 


The large and steadily nates number of Chris- 
tian people in the various evafigelical Protestant de- 
nominations. who hold and teach the doctrines for 
which the World Conference on Christian Funda- 
mentals stands (given below) are giving expression 
to a widespread demand for a complete equipment 
of Sunday-school lesson helps, suitable for every age 
and grade or department in the Sunday-school, from 
youngest to oldest, as well as for the teachers of 
the various ages and Pace. that shall represent 
throughout this doctrinal basis. 

There are certain. well known teachers’ lesson 
helps that now meet this need. There are very few 
lesson helps for the pupils of all ages and grades 
that are meeting this need. 

Therefore we, the Executive Committee of the 
World Conference on Christian Fundamentals, hereby 
extend to all publishers of Sunday-school lesson helps, 
whether denominational or independent publishing 
houses, and irrespective of the particular Series or 
Course of Sunday-school lessons that may be treated, 
a hearty invitation to publish lesson helps that shall 
meet this need. We gladly express our purpose to 
recommend officially, and give wide publicity to, all 
lesson helps, by whomsoever published, that shall fur- 
nish this sound Scriptural teaching. We shall esteem 
it a favor if publishers who may now be issuing 
such helps, or who contemplate doing so, will com- 
municate the fullest possible information to us (ad- 
dressing the Executive Secretary as below). 

The Conferences on Christian Fundamentals now 
being held throughout North America are creating an 
increasing demand for Sunday-school literature of 
this sort, and offer an increasing opportunity for the 
legitimate and greatly needed advertising of such lit- 
erature. These Conferences on Christian Fundamen- 
tals will gladly give all possible publicity to such liter- 
ature. 

In the fellowship of “the faith once for all de- 
livered unto the saints” (Jude 3) we commend this 
Call to the prayerful consideration of the Sunday- 
— publishing houses of the English-speaking 
world, 





An Appeal for “Fundamentals” 
in Lesson Helps 








J. D. Apams, 
Executive Secretary, for the Committee, 


Doctrinal Statement of the World Conference on 
Christian Fundamentals 


I. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired of God, and inerrant in 
the original writings, and that they are of supreme and 
final authority in faith and life. 

II. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Ill. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 
God and true man. 

IV. We believe.that man was created in the image of 
God, that he sinned and thereby incurred not only phys- 
ical death but also that spiritual death which is separa- 
tion from God; and that all human beings are born with 
a sinful nature, and, in the case of those who reach moral 
responsibility, become sinners in thought, word, and deed. 

V. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures as a representative and 
substitutionary sacrifice; and that all that believe in him 
are justified on the ground of his shed blood. 

VI. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body 
of our Lord, in his ascension into heaven, and in his pres- 
ent life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate. 

VII. We believe in “that blessed hope,” the personal, 
premillennial and imminent return of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

VIII. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit, and thereby 
become children of God. 

IX. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and 
the unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and 
the everlasting, conscious punishment of the lost. 





























Lesson for August 22 
Psalm 51 : 1-17 







: The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
that there is:sin deny that 


HOSE who den 
there is any God. There is a cult to-day that 
denies the existence of sin; but it is tragic that 


there are thousands of Christians who have no ade- 
quate realization of the heinousness of sin. The 
most dreadful outbreak of sin of which we have 
any knowledge was the crucifixion of our Lord, and 
we are quick enough, and rightly so, to condemn the 
barbarities in Pilate’s judgment hall and on the slopes 
of Golgotha. Let us remember that the Roman sol- 
diers, the apostate Pharisees ang scribes and priests, 
and the multitude that cried, “Crucify him, crucify 
him,” are not the only ones who took part in the 
crucifixion (Heb. 6:6). To the question, “What is 
sin?” Dr. Zs Parker, the London preacher, once 
ave this definition, “It is the shut hand and clenched 

st, the upraised arm, the muscles to their full 
tension, and the object—God Almighty’s face!” 
When Eudocia angrily threatened Chrysostom with 
banishment, he calmly replied, “Go tell her I fear 
nothing but sin.” 


Our Background Material 

The literal meanings of the Hebrew and Greek 
words variously rendered “sin,” sinner,” etc., dis- 
close the true nature of sin in its manifold mani- 
festations. Sin is transgression, an overstepping of the 
law, the divine boundary between. good and evil 
(Psa. 51:1; Luke 15: 29) ; iniquity, an act inherently 
wrong, whether expressly forbidden or not ; error, a 
departure from right (Psa. 51:9; Rom. 3:23) ; miss- 
ing the mark, a failure to meet the divine standard ; 
trespass, the intrusion of self-will into the sphere of 
divine authority (Eph. 2:1) ; lawlessness, or spiritual 
anarchy (1 Tim. 1:9); unbelief, or an insult to the 
divine veracity (John 16:9). Sin originated with 
Satan (Isa. 14:12-14); entered the world through 
Adam See. 5:12); was, and is, universal, Christ 
alone excepted (Rom. 3:23; 1 Peter 2:22); incurs 
the penalties of spiritual and physical death (Gen. 
2:17; 3:19; Ezek. 18:4, 20; Rom. 6:23); and has 
no remedy but in the sacrificial death of Christ (Heb. 
9:26; Acts 4:12) availed of by faith (Acts 13: 38, 
39). Sin may. be summarized as threefold: An act, 
the violation of, or want of obedience to the revealed 
will of God; a state, absence of righteousness; a 
ol enmity toward God.—Scofield Reference 

ible. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to 4es- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It will be well to analyze this Psalm carefully 
with the class. Dr Ellis finds that it is very suscepti- 
ble of analysis, and Dr. Thomas, who has a most 
unusual gift of analyzing by the aid of alliteration, 
finds a fourfold division as.given in the Lesson’s 
Main Message. Those who have a copy of the 
Scofield Reference Edition of the Bible will find the 
foot-note under this Psalm a help. 

The title to this Psalm ascribes it to David, “when 
Nathan the prophet came unto him.” It is thought 
by some that it- may have been David’s utterance 
when he lay all night upon the earth as a penitent 
(2 Sam. 12:16), after Nathan predicted the death 
of Bathsheba’s’ babe, and after “the Lord struck the 
child” (2 Sam. 12:15). How different this sad con- 
fession of sin of the prostrate penitent from the 
tone of confident triumph when David “sat before the 
Lord” as a worshiper (2 Sam. 7: 18-29), and could 
say, “What one nation in the earth is like thy peo- 
ple ... for thou . . . hast revealed to thy servant, 
ying. I will build thee an. house” (2 Sam. 7: 23, 
27); and how in contrast from the time when he 
“stood up upon his feet” (1 Chron. 28: 2-10) as a ser- 
vant in the presence of Jehovah and gives God-di- 
rected counsel to Israel and the crown prince Solo- 
mon. But the confession on his very face was 
absolutely necessary before God could forgive (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 2). It was music in God’s ear (Dr. 
Smellie, 1). 

_ In_ the first six verses we see David thoroughly 
judging his sin before God (Dr. Thomas, I, -1). 
He spent about a year trying to hide his sin from 
men, and probably from himself It was a miser- 
able year for this joyous, light-hearted man who 
loved everybody and made everybody love him. No 
wonder we hear him crying, “Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation.” 

e Father is waiting for self-judgment on the 
part of his children if they have committed sin. 
“If we would judge ourselves we should not be 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 22. A PRAYER FOR PARDON | 


Psalm 51 : 1-17 
Golden Text.—Wash me thoroughly from mine 
; And cleanse 


iniquity 
-me from my sin.—Psalm 51 


‘ 


JA 








Devotional Reading: Psalm 32; 1-7. 
Additonal Mancul for Teachers: H Sam. sy and #2 
ic Aching God to orgive 

0 Material : salm 5:1, 2; Luke x8: 9-4. 

Memory Verse: Forgive us our sins.— Luke x1 : 4. 
Junior Topic: How David Obtained 

Lesson Material: Psalm 51: 1, 2,9, 10; Luke 18 : 9-14. 

Memory Verse: Prov. 28 ; 13. 

i Senior Topic: What to Do when We Have 


Done Wrong. 
Additional Material: Matt. 18 : 15-20. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Penitential Prayer in Chris- 


perience. 
Additional Material: Psalm 32:5; Prov. 28:13; Matt. 6: 5- 
15; Luke rx: 1-4; api10; 1 John 1: 8, 9, 














Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness: 
According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions; 
And my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
And done that which is evil in thy sight; 
That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, 
And be clear when thou judgest, 
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity; 
And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts; 
And in the hidden part thou wilt make me to know 
wisdom. 
7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
That the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
9 Hide thy face from my sins, 
And blot out all mine iniquities. 
10 Create ‘in me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a “right spirit within me. 
11 Cast me not away from thy presence; 
And take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
And uphold me with a willing spirit. 
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
And sinners shall *be converted unto thee. 
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of 
my salvation; 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
15 O Lord, open thou my lips; 
And my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
16 For thou delightest not in sacrifice; ‘else would I 
give it: 
Thou hast no pleasure in burnt-offering. 
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise. 


for me *Or, stedfast *Or, return ‘Or, that I should 
give it 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened 
of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with 
the world” (1 Cor. 11:31, 32). If the child of God 
will not judge himself by a sincere and complete 
confession, then the Father must judge him, in chas- 
tening, which is really a loving child-training (Heb. 
tars, Weakness, sickness, and even death 
(“sleep”) are some of the forms our Father’s chas- 
tening may take (1 Cor. 11:30). But all weakness, 
sickness, and death are not necessarily chastisement. 

David postponed all too long his confession, as 
he admits in Psalm 32: 3-6, “when I kept silence, my 
bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 
For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
my moisture is turned into the drought of sum- 
mer,” and following. Is it not time that we are con- 
fessing those covered-up, hindering sins? God help 
us to say, “I acknowledge my transgressions” (v. 3; 
Illustration Round-Table, 1). 

David’s confession brings to his mind how sin is 
a legacy from the past, and is rooted and grounded 
in the nature (Dr. Smellie, 2). 

David knows the secret of forgiveness. He appeals 
to the atoning blood for pardon. How can we tell, 
when there is no mention of the word “blood” in the 
Psalm? The word “hyssop” is used by metonymy for 
the blood sprinkled by it, for it was by this little 
plant, at the Passover, that the blood was applied to 
the door posts and the lintels (Exod. 12: 22). 

David realized the efficacy of the blood in sin 
cleansing. The last clause of verse 7 may be appro- 
priately illustrated by the incident related in Round- 
Table 3. 

When David prayed for a clean heart he used the 
Hebrew word, “bara,” the same word used in Genesis 
1:1 for the creation of the world. The new heart 
is not the old one changed, but newly created, begot- 


ten of God (John 3:6-8; Illustration Round-Table, * 


4; Dr. Smellie, 3). 
We become absolutely new creatures in Christ 
Jesus when we are born again (Mrs. Askew, 1). 
There is a prayer of David's here that we do 











not need to pray, — “Take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me” (v. 11, last clause). The abiding presence of the 
Spirit (from the moment of regeneration) in the be- 
liever was foretold by our Lord himself (John 14: 
16), and the Spirit is the “seal” of the believer unto 
the day of redemption (Eph, 4:30). The Chris- 
tian does not even have to ask for the Spirit, as 
Christ told his disciples to do before Pentecost (Luke 
11:13). But the believer needs to yield to the ful- 
ness of the Spirit. 

It is only after sin has been confessed and put 
away that a Christian can teach others (v. 13). God 
cannot use an unforgiven man. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God’s forgiveness is not an act of leniency on his 
part... The satisfaction of his holiness was met when 
Christ died as our substitute on the cross, so that 
God can justly forgive sin. A sinner is forgiven 
when he believes, and accepts Christ as his atoning 
Saviour; a saint is forgiven if he has sinned when 
he confesses. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). We expe- 
rienced judicial forgiveness when we accepted Christ 
as our substitutionary, expiatory, atoning Saviour; 
we experience parental forgiveness when we confess 
our sin, and are restored by that act to fellowship 
with our Father. The way back to blessing for a 
sinning Christian to-day, as it was for David of old, 
is through that word of tremendous import, all too 
much neglected, confession. 


Teaching Points 


“This Psalm,” says Dr. Scofield, “must ever be in 
its successive steps, the mould of the experience of 
a sinning saint who comes back to full communion 
and service.” And Dr. Smellie concludes his exposi- 
tion with this statement: “The Fifty-first Psalm is 
not David’s history alone. It is never out of date.” 


“Science and philosophy teach the survival of the 
fittest,” cried the late Bishop Baldwin, of Huron, in 
one of his sermons, “but Jesus Christ teaches the 
survival of the unfittest” (Mr. ‘Ridgway, 1). 

“Should spiritual darkness be experienced apart 

from the consciousness of any particular sin having 
been committed, it is the privilege of the Christian 
to pray for a clearer understanding. Physical condi- 
tions very often enter into the mental state, and 
when this is true it is most misleading to suppose 
that a morbid or unhappy state of mind is necessarily 
a result of sin.”—Lewis Sperry Chafer in “He That 
is Spiritual” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1). 
_ David did what all too many Christians do — ban- 
ish themselves ‘for a period from the presence of 
God through delayed confession. A needful warn- 
ing against such failure is sounded in the leading 
editorial inthis issue, entitled, “Confession.” 

The Companion Bible holds that David said “Thou 
desirest not sacrifices” for the reason that death was 
the penalty for David’s sins, and asks, “Was the 
child’s life the substitute for the death penalty ?” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What did David mean by claiming that his sin was 
only against God? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1; Dr. Smellie, 3). 

How soon may we expect restoration after con- 
fession? 

Should we pray to-day, “take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me”? Why not? 


Was David declaring that animal sacrifices were 
not necessary or important, in verse 16? 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincipLe oF ANALYsIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson material into its elements and 
thus discover the organization of the lesson. 











HIS principle is one that finds its fullest possi- 
bilities of course in the grades where reflective 
thinking is easiest, but we have long .since discov- 
ered that older folks have no monopoly of thinking; 
and it is not easy to draw hard and fast lines sep- 
arating the gradés where analysis is possible from 
those where it may not have at least a beginning 
under the guidance of a skilful teacher. 
The title of our lesson is A Prayer for Pardon, 
but the prayer itself is introduced, as is proper, with 
































































































-others to avoid falling into his sin. 
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a confession of sin, and is followed, as is also ap- 
ayy with an expression of praise. This is per- 

ps the simplest analysis of the lesson as presented 
in verses one to seventeen, ‘ 

From the viewpoint of closer analysis the prayer 
for pardon may be recognized interwoven into the 
texture of the psalm throughout. In the bogeans 
the petition for mercy is based upon the acknowl- 
edged mercy of God. This is followed by a prayer 
for cleansing which is tied fast to the confession of 
sin, and a recognition that the heinousness of sin 
rests ultimately in its being an offense against the 
holiness of God himself. The recognition of an in- 
born tendency to sin, coupled with God’s desire for 
inner purity, forces the cry for inner cleansing, which 
is only possible when God gives the new heart. 

There is a constant recognition in the psalm that 
sin takes away the joy of life, and a constant prayer 
that with forgiveness there may flow free again the 
joy of the soul at peac® with God. It is in verses 
eight and twelve as a prayer, and in verses fourteen 
and fifteen as the utterance of the soul when forgiven. 
The suapeetion of verse thirteen may be called the 

ractical practise of pardon, which should not be 
ost upon the redeemed of the Lord, who with David 
have learned that burnt-offerings cannot take away 
sin. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





One of the two Psalms associated with David’s 
repentance after his great sin. 


lL. The Leseon’s Main 
Penitence (vs. 1-6). This includes his prayer (vs. 


1, 2); his confession (vs. 3-5); his knowledge of 
what God ae and will do (v. 6). The words 
descriptive of sin (vs. 1, 2) are important as ex- 
pressing various aspects of wrong-doing. And the 
word “only” (v. 4) means that beyond all else he 
was conscious that his sin was committed against 
God. The statement in verse 5 is not an excuse, but 
an explanation. (1) 

Pardon (vs. 7-9). He asks for cleansing (v. 7); 
for restoration Ct. 8); and for fellowship (v. 9). 
These needs are among the deepest, and are the in- 
variable experience of those who have been brought 
back to God. The soul longs to be clean, and then to 
experience joy once more, and the fellowship with 
God which sin has broken. 


Purity (vs. 10-12). After pardon comes holiness 
(v. 10); reality (v. 11); and peace (v. 12). ,For- 
giveness is only the beginning of a new life, which 
includes a right spirit (v. 10) and a willing spirit 
(v. 12), because of God’s Holy Spirit (v. 11). 

Power (vs. 13-19). With the consciousness of for- 
giveness comes a definite resolve (v. 13) to help 
i e also wishes to 
make reparation as far as possible (v. 14), and to 
give testimony to what God has done (v. 15). And 
everything is summed up in whole-hearted surrender 
(vs. 16-19), as shown te the sacrifices of genuine 
repentance (v. 17), and of righteousness in the en- 
deavor to do good to others (v. 19). 

Devotional : Psalm 32:1-7. The other of 
the two Psalms connected with David’s sin. While 
Psalm 51 seems to have been connected with his im- 
mediate repentance on Nathan’s visit (2 Sam. 12), 
Psalm 32 may be associated with weeks or months 
after his restoration, as he reviewed the sad past. 
(1) Sin, verses 1, 2; (2) suffering, verses 3, 4; (3) 
Salvation, verses 5, 6; (4) songs, verse 7. 

Books—The two best books for ordinary use with 
the Psalms are the volume by Kirkpatrick in the 
Cambridge Bible for Schools (Geo. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, New York, 75 cts. each), and that in the Ex- 
positor’s Bible, by Maclaren (Geo. H. Doran, New 
York, $1). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 
2 Samuel rr and 12. 


Very apropriately attention is called to the cir- 
cumstances which elicited this prayer for pardon (2 
Sam. 11, 7), and the study may proceed along these 
lines. (1 e sin committed, 11:1-5; (2) the sin 
concealed, 11: 6-27; (3) the sin condemned, 12: 1- 
12; (4) the sin confessed, 12:12, 13; (5) the sin 
corrected, 12: 14-23. 


Ui. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: What to Do When 
We Have Done Wrong. The one requirement is the 
confession of our sin, as may seen from Psalm 
32:3, 4. David suffered misery as long as he kept 
silence from the acknowledgment of his sin, for God 
dealt with him severely in body, mind, and soul. For 
nearly a.year he wis in this state, but with the 
confession came alleviation of spirit, soul, and 
bodv. Sin that is not confessed cannot be for- 
given. “Not until man ceases to hide his sin will it 
be forgiven of God” (Kirkpatrick). (1) The place 





: THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES’ 


of confession. There are five steps, of which con- 
fession is the center: commission, conviction, con- 
fession, contrition, conversion, (2) The character of 
confession. It must be personal, full, prompt, sin- 
cere, and trustful. (2) 


2. Young People and Adults: Penitential Prayer in 
Christian Experience. The Additional Material is 
full of helpful suggestions in regard to penitence and 
prayer. 1) Psalm 32:5, the acknowledgment of 
sin as the way of recovery; (2) Proverbs 28:13, the 
necessity for forsaking as well as for confessing sin; 
{3) atthew 6:5-15, the importance of genuine 
rankness in our private dealings with 3. (4) 
Luke 11: 1-4, the prayer for forgiveness; (5) Luke 
17: 10, the unprofitableness of service, even when we 
have done all that is required; (6) 1 John 1:8, 9, 
the assurance of forgiveness on confession, because 
of God’s faithfulness to his people. Thus there was 
no palliation of David’s sin. Skepticism often sneers 
at him because of this wrong-doing, but those who 
gloat over him pay no attention to his repentance, 
and perhaps have little or no conception in their own 
hearts of what temptation and sin mean. While 
we do not for an instant excuse, still less justify, 
David’s sin, we must never forget that divine grace 
can and does heal, and that the overruling mercy of 
God is available for every life; “where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exc, dingly” (Rom. 5:20). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Devotional Reading starts with the statement 
of the blessedness of forgiveness (Psa. 32:1). The 
word “blessed” occurs twenty-six times in the Psalms, 
and like the similar word in Matthew 5, and in Reve- 
lation, it is full of meaning.. God “blesses” us, and 
we “bless” him in return, but with this remarkable 
difference: our blessing of God can only be by word 
Saree og while his blessing of us is by deed 
(benefaction). These are the two elements that we 
should consider, 

1. Blessedness Realized. This is due to God’s “ben- 
efaction,” and Psalm 32 tells us of its elements. 
Transgression is removed by pardon (v. 1), sin is 
covered from its foulness (v. 1), iniquity is can- 
celled like a debt (v. 2), reality takes the place of 
insincerity (v. 2). Then follow all the blessings 
associated with restoration, including mercy (vs. 5, 
* 3 ree (v. 7); guidance (vs. 8, 9); and joy 

v. 11). 

2. Blessedness Expressed. And this is our “bene- 
diction.” The Hebrew phrase is, “Oh, the blessed- 
nesses,” and expresses the glad.and utter satisfaction 
of a personal experience, Maclaren describes it as “a 

sh of rapture from the heart that is tasting the 

resh-drawn blessedness of pardon.” We must never 
allow anything to rob us of this consciousness of 
blessedness as we realize and testify to it day by day. 


V. Leading Questions 


What four things did David pray for in verses 1 
and 2? 


What two pleas did he use in these verses? 
_ What is the connection between forgiveness and 
joy? (vs. 8, 12.) 

_ What would be the result of pardon and restora- 
tion? (vs. 13-15.) 

What is the best proof of being right with God? 
(vs. 16-19.) 


; wey is confession so strongly emphasized ia Scrip- 
ure ‘ 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Valley of Humiliation 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


AVID’S nore had been silent. For a whole 

year he could not sing —the year during which 

he had been living a fictitious life, telling him- 
self that all was well, but compelled in the end to 
admit that the streams of his joy were dried up and 
his moisture was turned into the drought of sum- 
mer. But when at last his excuses vanished into 
thin air, when he saw himself for what he really 
was and repented in dust and ashes, he was able to 
take up his harp again, and the lost power of song 
came back. It was a new sort of music, not so 
exuberant as it had been, not so careless, soft and 
low and poignant and deep. But it was music which 
God loved. (1) 

There is a legend that Lazarus never laughed, after 
those four days he spent in the mysterious land on the 
other side of death. I scarcely think the legend true ; 
“a man raised up by Christ” had every right to be 
merry. But, after his great transgression and great 
repentance, David could not laugh just so buoyantly 
and light-heartedly as he had once done. The Fifty. 
first Psalm shows us a soul touched into profound 
thought, into utter self-distrust, and into seriousness 
and gravity. 


Two things David says he has forgotten. ‘That 
sin is a legacy from the past. And that sin is rooted 
and grounded in the nature. 

I was shapen in iniquity. Hg remembers it now, 
but it had escaped him too long. He recalls it, not 
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as a plea why he should be pitied because “fate 
and his fathers” have been ting against him from 
his cradle, but as a proof t the taint in him is 
woven into the very fiber of his being and that his 
sickness is mortal. It makes his case the more des- 
perate, his evil the worse, that the trouble is heredi- 
tary. And Thou desirest truth in the inward parts 
— of this, too, he has been oblivious. He should have 
felt, far more keenly and far more constantly, that 

od looks not on the outward appearance but on 
the secret heart, the desire and motive and imagina- 
tion. Then nothing could have contented him but a 
radical cleansing, a residence of the Lord himself in 
the citadel within. (2) 


Two things David reaffirms. That the hatefulness 
of his sin lies in its having been committed against 
i that the cure for his sin must come from 
God alone. 


Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned. He has 
done foul wrong to Bathsheba, and cruel wrong to 
Uriah. He has dragged his people through the mire. 
He has scarred his own soul. But this is the grava- 
men of his crime, this is its essential guilt, that it 
has set God at defiance, breaking deliberately through 
the fence of his commandments, and inflicting a 
deadly wound on his loving heart. So God is the 
one Physician who can heal it. Purge me with hys- 
sop, David prays to no priest cf Rasastts line but 
to his heavenly Lord himself. Till we are acquitted 
ts wR tribunal, we do not know what acquittal means. 


Three things David seeks, Pardon, first. Then, 
purity. And, lastly, peace. 

Blot owt my transgressions: it is his cry for par- 
don.: He could not have explained as clearly and 
fully as the Apostle Paul the way of forgiveness; 
he greeted the Christ of the atoning cross only from 
afar; but short of the cancelling, in God’s infinite 
mercy, of the sentence on his crookedness and dis- 
obedience he cannot stop. Create in me a clean heart: 
it is his longing entreaty for the purity he has so 
miserably forfeited. And how marvelous it is that 
this entreaty, too, can be triumphantly answered! 
The defilement of sin is removed from the life 
which it has so infected and contaminated, “A heart 
in every thought renewed” is wrought within us by 
the Lord the Spirit. Restore unto me the joy of Thy 
salvation: this, also, is his request. He has high ideas 
of God. Chief of sinners though he knows himself 
to be, he believes that there will be nothing grudging 
or partial about the divine remedy. He wl be wel- 
comed back to communion, rest, the fatness of the 
Father’s house of wine. And if his joy is quieter 
than of old, it is none the less joy, indisputable and 
satisfying. Let these be the boons we beg from our 
King of manifold grace. 


Two things David promises. Sacrifice, and'service. 

The sacrifice is that of a broken spirit. He has 
been asking great gifts, and he is persuaded that he 
will receive them. But there will be no more self- 
confidence, no more pride. His home henceforward 
is to be the Valley of Humiliation; “and methinks,” 
said Mercy the pilgrim, “the place suits well with 
my spirit.” And the service is that of lips consecrated 
to the commendation of God who has done such won- 
derful things for him: Then wiil I teach transgressors 
Thy ways. Who better able to do so, than the man 
He has lifted from the dust and set among the princes 
of his people? This witness of experience, this frank 
confession of delivered and grateful souls, be ‘yours 
and mine, - 


The Fifty-first Psalm is not David’s history alone. 
It is never out of date. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Break-Down—For I know my transgressions 
¢€v. 3). The most hopeless fellow we have in town 
is Odee Jester, who says he is “no worse’n the rest 
o’ them.” God has done a blessed thing for the race 
in making the way of the transgressor hard. It 
brought David up with a jerk. And David showed the 
sort of stuff in him by the way he handled himself. 
David didn’t say, “Why, they all do it,” as he could 
truthfully have done. When he got the searchlight 
on his sin and could sée/ its blackness and bigness, 
like a man he acknowledged it. And as Peter did 
centuries afterward, he went out and wept bitterly 
(Matt. 26:75). The Lukens Steel Company (Mr. C. L. 
Huston’s Company) the other sg Mag oes up the big- 
est plate mill in the world. e broke down the 
Fest day. Nobody in Coatesville expected the Lukens 
Company to scrap her. They just repaired the weak 
place, and to-day she is running like a top, and is 
being visited and admired by all steel men as the last 
word in plate mills. Neither does God scrap his 
break-downs. Even when Old Aunt Betsy, my four- 
—— automobile, broke her main driving shaft 

didn’t send her to “the bone yard,” but put in a 
new shaft. She is still doing good service, always get- 
ting there and getting back. This beautiful psalm we 
have for our lesson has been the expression of the 























Lesson for August 22 
Psalm 51 : 1-17 


truly contrite heart down the centuries. 
It is almost worth the wreck to get the 
song. (1) 
Ears to Hear.— Make me to hear joy 
and gladness (v. 8). David did not 
ask dod to pour joy and gladness into 
Jerusalem, but to make him hear the 
joy and gladness already there. God 
s just packed this world of his full 
of joy and gladness. There is a street 
saying which a clever cartoonist likes 
to illustrate, “Some one is always takin 
the joy out of life.” That “some one 
is usually Mir. Devil. He had just done 
the trick for David, and he was deaf 
to all the notes of joy with which God 
has filled the world. Jesus came into 
the world in a burst of joy and glad- 
ness that he might discover to the world 
the joy and gladness that was already in 
it (Luke 2:13, 14; Isa. 51:3). I am 
up on the coast of Maine visiting friends. 
All around us are many beautiful and 
costly homes. Over yonder in Camden 
are the modest cottages of the common 
people. If I want to find joy and glad- 
ness I will go to the cottages and not 
to the palaces. Lots of fine folks in the 
fine houses are having lots of things to 
meet—including notes! There are 
“Rent” and “Sale” signs in plenty. And 
lots of boarded-up windows. There will 
be more joy and gladness to-night up 
at the Ebenezer strawberry festival than 
down at Hotel Pantalon Blanc. The 
boiler-maker can hear in his boiler-shop 
though deaf to the music of the woods. 
The ear for gladness depends upon the 
heart and the life. Paul and Silas over- 
flowed with joy and gladness while their 
backs ran red. When David had gotten 
right with God, joy and gladness bubbled 
up in his life and overflowed in song. 


Preparation.—Create in me a clean 
heart O, God... Then will I teach trans- 
gressors thy way (vs. 10, 13). “Sweep 
before your own doorstep,” 1s a good 
motto for every man, and especially 
for the man who essays to teach relig- 
ion. Or anything else noble. You will 
notice that David was not doing his 
own laundering. He sent it out! Lots 
of folks have no use for outside help 
in the cleansing way, but think they can 
look after heart housekeeping themselves. 
The smartest man America has produced, 
one Ben Franklin by name, thought he 
could do it. Go read his autobiography 
and hear him tell of the ignominious fail- 
ure of his attempt. This book is one 
every boy should read and reread. The 
heart of man is so deceitful above all 
things, and so desperately wicked, that 
none of the ordinary “soaps” have any 
effect upon it. There is just one brand 
that does the trick. Its trade-mark is 
a cross and its color is red, and it comes 
from the city that hath foundations (1 
io 1:7; Heb. 11:10). When the heart 
as been thus divinely cleansed we are 
ready to go to the other fellow with 
our religion. And not till then. This 
is why as a Sunday-school superintendent 
I have not been so much concerned to 
have trained teachers as I have been 
concerned to have “cleansed” teachers. 
I know more than one teacher of boys 


who was a great success in holding the 
boys until the boys got “on to” their 
teacher. Then the boys promptly “got 


off.” And most of them are “heathen” 
to this very day, and never go near a 
church or anything else religious. Bur- 
bank has said he must have clean helpers 
in his creative plant work. The awaken- 
ing of a soul is a thousand times more 
delicate than the awakening of a new life 
in 2 cactus or the changing of a life in 
a fruit. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
‘ue 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of September 5, “The Building 

of the Temple” (: Kings 5:1 to 8 : 6), 
will be found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 


tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School: Times Company. 

I. The Pulpit. Commentary, t Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; 
. Simp- 


sold only in sets); Vol. s of Dr. A. B 
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son’s “God in the Bible” (Alliance Publishing ' 
Co., New York, $1); Dr. C. S. Robinson’s 
“From Samuel to Solomon” (American Tract 
Society, New York, $1); the Annotated Bible, | 
Joshua to Chronicles, by A. C. Gaebelein 
(Our Hope Publishing Co., New York, $1.50}. 
Il. “Analytical Outlines of the Old Testa- 
ment,” compiled by Margaretta M. Haig, a 
most useful hand-book for every lesson of 
the Quarter, contains a clear and full ac- 
count of the building of the temple. Minute 
details are given as to its plan, information 
is furnished about modern models of the 
temple, and its purpose and spiritual sig- 
nificance are set forth (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts., postpaid). 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


[School Hames ths must reach The Sunday | (, 


School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they ng not be considered at all. not 
‘submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, an 
two dollars for the best one each weck. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 

Text are specially desired, and will 

stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15¢ words, 
om ® great! preferred. They will be accepted 


er ones equally g 

Donny’s Interruption.—For I know 
my transgression (Psa. 51: 3). “FI 
should die fore I wake,” said Donny, 
kneeling at grandmother’s knee, “f 1 
should die ’fore I wake—” “I pray,” 
peoneiys the gentle voice. “Go on, 

onny.” “Wait a minute,” interposed 
the small boy, running down stairs. He 
came back and finished his prayer. His 
grandmother questioned with loving re- 
buke concerning the interruption. “But 
I did think what I was sayin’, grand- 
mother; that’s why I had to stop. You 
see, I’d spoiled Ted’s playthings just 
to hear him scold in the morning. But 
*f I should die "fore I wake,. why—lI 
didn’t want him to find them that way, 
so I fixed ’em right.”"—From the Baptist 
Union. Sent by Leslie E. Dunkin, Koko- 
mo, Ind, (1) 

Two Knees, or One?—For I know my 
transgressions; and my sin is ever be- 
fore me (v. 3). William Dawson once 
told this story to illustrate how humble 
the soul must be before it can find peace. 
He said that at a revival meeting a little 
lad, who was used to Methodist ways, 
went home to his mother and _ said, 
“Miother, John So-and-so is under con- 
viction and seeking peace; but he will 
not find i¢ to-night, mother.” “Why, 
William?” said she. “Because he is onl 
down on one knee, mother; and he will 
never get peace until he is down on 
both knees.” Until conviction of sin 
brings us down on both knees, until we 
are completely humbled, until we have 
no hope in ourselves left, we cannot find 
the Saviour.—From the Christian Her- 
¢3) Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Contrast.—Purify me with hys- 
sop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow (v.7). Once, 
when in Leicester, I was paying parochial 
calls, and dropped in on a washerwoman 
who had just got out a line of clothes. 
I congratulated my friend because they 
looked so white. So, sory much en- 
couraged by her pastor’s kind words, 
she asked him to have a cup of tea, and 
we sat down. While we were taking the 
tea the sky clouded, and there was a 
snowstorm, and as I came out the white 
snow lay everywhere, and I said to her: 
“Your washing does not look quite as 
clean as it did.” “Ah,” she said, “the 
washing is right enough, but what can 
stand against God Almighty’s. white?” 
— From Dr. F. B. Meyer. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


The Inn Floar.—Create in me a clean 
heart, O God (v. 10). I was staying 
one day at an inn in one of the valleys 
of Northern Italy, where the floor was 
dreadfully dirty. I had it in my mind 
to advise the landlady to scrub it, but 
when I perceived it was made of mud, 
I reflected that the more she scrubbed 
the worse it would be. The man who 
knows his own heart soon perceives that 
his corrupt nature admits of no improve- 
ment; there must be a new nature im- 


dj once in China in this connection. 





planted, or the man will be only “washed 





to deeper stains.” “Ye must be born 
again.” Ours is not a case for mending, 
but for making new.—From C.-H. Spur- 
geon. Sent b 
Canal Zone. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, (4) 


Why He Was So -—Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation (v. 12). 
The Scotch are generally counted not 
very emotional ; but it is said of a Scotch- 
man who had found Jesus that he was 
so happy he could scarcely find words 
to express himself. 
testimony meeting and declared, “I’m 
happier noo, when I am no happy, than 
I wis afore when I wis happy.”—From 
Editorial in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by W. G. Irving, Westmount, P. Q., 

an, 


shew forth thy praise (v. 15). Nothing 
so pleases God in connection with our 
prayer as our praise, and nothing so 
blesses the man who, prays as the praise 
which he offers. I got a great —s 
I ha 
received bad and sad news from home, 
and deep shadows had covered my soul. 
I prayed, but the darkness did not van- 
ish. I summoned myself to endure, but 
the darkness only deepened. Just then 
I went to an inland station and saw on 
the wall of the mission house these 
words: “Try Thanksgiving.” I did, and 
in a moment every shadow was gone, not 
to return. Most people pray little, but 
praise less. If other things have seemed 
to fail, let us “try thanksgiving.”—From 
the Rev. Henry Ww. Frost, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“May Jesus Christ be praised.” 
“Grace enough for me.” 

“I am coming to the cross.” 

“I hear Thy welcome voice.” 
“For the beauty of the earth.” 
“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 
“Tell me the old, old story.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 51: 1-19 (116 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32:1-11 (71 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 13-22 (213 : 1-4). 
Psalm 139 : 1-5, 23, 24 (280 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 21-28 (159 : 1-3). 


"4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Have mercy 
updn us, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness; according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out our transgressions. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and 
cleanse us from our sin. Against thee, and 
thee only, have we sinned, and done that 
which is evil in thy sight. Create in us a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. O Lord, open thou our lips, and 
our mouths shall show forth thy praise. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. . 

. After the Lesson.—Make no mistake 
about it, sin is sin. We need not spend 
much time in trying to decide what are 
little sins and what are big sins. If we 
do what God has forbidden, and what 
we know God doesn’t want us to do, 
that is just plain sin, and we cannot 





WHY NOT 
ONFESSION 
(jteaNsine 9 
OMPANIONSHIP . 
GOD FORGIVES FULLY 











smooth it over or imagine that it is 
something else, or that somebody else is 
to blame, without getting into the sin of 
self-deception. David didn’t try to shift 
his sin to anybody else, or to call it ex- 
cusable, or to make any defense what- 
ever. He just cast himself at God’s feet 
in repentance and broken-hearted hu- 
mility. Mercy was what he asked, and 
cleansing. But you notice that he did 
not expect God to keep him in cruel 
distress .for his sin, for he asks God to 


Geo. Goodall, Cristobal, | £ 


He stood up in a4— 


Try Thanksgiving.—M 'y mouth shall} 
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restore unto-him the joy of his salva- 
tion. It was mercy and cleansing, then 
joy and deliverance, that David asked 
rom God. Have re been vainly 

to imagine a sin of yours was not a sin? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 





“| HAVE SINNED” 





EXODUS 10: 16,17. & 


Je ais i 3. 
O6H.7: 19-23. 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Clase 


The Little Jetts roamed through the Bible 
and picked up various characters who peni- 
tently said at some time in their careers, “I 
have sinned.” They found nine and are here 
presenting six of them—the three omitted 
(for lack of space) béing Saul, Micah, and the 
Prodigal Son. It is interesting to note the 
different tones of these confessions, the va- 
rious motives at bottom of them; some purely 
from fear of impending punishment, some 
from remorse, some hopeless, some as 
though expecting forgiveness — but none ris- 
ing like David out of the ashes of guilt and 
shame into the purifying sunlight of God’s 
forgiving love. 

Make to-day’s lesson bring victory out of 
despair — hope out of remorse; but first take 
your pupils to the sad low grounds of real 
sorrow for sin against God’s most holy, wise, 
and just law. 

Clip scenes, paste on cardboard, and dis< 
tribute to pupils with request to come pre- 
pared to describe the sin, the scene, and the 
character of repentance or confession ‘ndi- 
cated. If there are more than six pupils, use 
the three omitted incidents,—1 Samuel 15: 24 
(Saul); Micah 7:9 (israelj; and Luke 15: 11-32 
(Prodigal Son). 
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Have you been trying to carry uncon- 
fessed sin with you day by day? Why 
not humble yourself before God this very 
day, and ask his forgiveness, and then 
the return of the joy of fellowship with 
him? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


]_ESSONn T&Acuinc.—God hears and 
nswers praise and prayer. 

Note.—To-day’s is one of the difficult 
lessons to present to children, It seems 
more important to enrich their lives with 
definite religious nurture from God's 
Word than to dwell upon David’s sin 
and his prayer for forgiveness.. This can 
be approached from another angle. 

Neither does it seem wise to introduce 
for primary children the unrelated para- 
graph from Luke comparing the prayers 
of the Pharisees and the publican, 

A splendid opportunity is afforded of 
exalting the Psaling’ and David’s great 
contribution to them, mentioning some 
which are related to previous lessons 
about David, ever g | his prayer for 
forgiveness suggested for to-day's topic, 
found in Psalm zee 

If possible, show a separate book of 
the Psalms, or the New Testament with 
the Psalms added, or the readings from 
the Psalter in the Church Hymnal. 
Show also the place in the Bible where 
the Psalms are found. If the verses 
oumneten in the outlines are not fa- 
miliar, use others which form a part of 
your opening service, or memory verses 
used with previous lessons. The life of 
any child will be enriched if his -knowl- 
edge and love for the Psalms can be in- 
creased. 

Introduction—Right in the center of 
my Bible is a wonderful book called the 
Psalms. People know and love them 
better than any other part of the Old 
Testament. There are a hundred and fifty 
Psalms. Some of them are long, while 
others are very short; some are joyful, 
others are sad; some of them are songs, 
some are prayers. Most of them were 
written by David, our friend, 

During church worship the minister 
and the people usually read a Psalm. In 
our opening service in Sunday-school we 
repeat parts of them: “Praise the 
Lord,” “O give thanks urito the Lord,” 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise,” “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go 
into the house of the Lord,” “Serve the 
Lord with gladness, come before his 
presence with singing.” God hears and 
answers such psalms. 

We know the Shepherd Psalm, which 
David wrote because he had been a 
shepherd; when he looked at the stars 
in the sky he wrote, “The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God”; when he 
bravely fought the giant he said, “My 
help cometh from Jehovah.” He wrote a 
Psalm of prayer when Saul was hunting 
him among the mountains. David said, 
“The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him; What time [ am afraid I 
will put my trust in thee; The angel of 
the rd encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.” 

David wrote a glad Psalm when the 
ark of God was brought to Jerusalem. 
What a sad Psalm was in his heart when 
his own son, Absalom, tried to take the 
kingdom from his father (recall inci- 
dents of last week’s story). 


To-day’s Thoughit—If David could 
feel so grieved when his own son sinned 
against him, he learned to know how the 
heavenly Father’s heart was grieved 
wien any of his children sinned against 

im. 

In olden times many kings believed 
that they had a right to take anything 
they wanted to make themselves happy, 
even if some else suffered for it. 
One day King David saw a beautiftil 
woman who was the wife of one of his 








: faithful soldiers, yet King David sent for 


her to come and live in his palace. This 








was a sin in God's sight. Th Ki 

David had good food, fine clothes, an 

his beautiful home, he knew that he had 
done wrong, and his heart was troubled. 
He became sorry, and it was then that 
he wrote a psalm which was a Dat er 
for God to forgive him. He said, “My 
sin is ever before me; wash me and 
cleanse me from my sin; create in me a 
clean heart, O , and renew a right 
spirit within me; give me back the joy of 

y salvation.” God heard David's earn- 
est prayer, and forgave his sin. David 
said, “ rd, open thou my lips, and 
my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.” 
David’s heart was sad because of his 
sin; his heart was glad again after God 
had forgiven him. 

Most childre: understand the meaning 
of “Excuse me,” or “I beg your pardon, 
when people have made mistakes, or are 
polite to each other. How much more 
should they be ready to ask God’s par- 
don if they have disobeyed his com- 
mands, or sinned against him. When 
we speak to our Father in the Lord’s 
Prayer, we say, “Forgive us our sins.” 
If we are truly sorry for them, he will 
hear and answer and make our. hearts 

lad again. If “debts” or “trespasses” 
is used in repeating the Lord’s Prayer, 
help the children to understand that 
either word means sins.) 

Closing Thought.— 

“Jesus, Saviour, from his home above 
~Brought the message of the Father’s love; 


Friend of all, he taught them how to live, 
Came te save and every sin forgive.” 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 


Peorta, Itz, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Finding in Psalm 51: 

1. What is revealed about sin? 

2. God’s attitude toward sin? 

3. What is forgiveness? 











fan ang: is not one among our girls 
who does not know from her own 
life just how our human hearts weigh like 
lead in our breasts under any conscious 
wrongdoing. Thank God that he has 
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made us so, else where would sin lead us? 
Also, our girls have known from earliest 
childhood the sweet relief of confessing 
sin, and the rebound of returning joy 
that floods all our being when the load 
is lifted from the guilty conscience! 
If there is a girl in your class who has 
not such a friend, here is your opportu- 
nity to be one, and to lead her to that 
best Friend of all who was himself “in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin,” and so can both understand 
our sins and save us from them. 

With this sufficient experience, then, 
and the preparation of our last lesson 
for the setting of this peanes of David's, 
we may go at once to the direct study of 
the text of the Psalm. First read it 
through, aloud, deliberately but without 
discussion, then see what the girls can 
find in it, by themselves, under the three 
heads given above: 


1. Even if we knew none of the details 
of the dreadful sin in David’s life which 
occasioned this prayer, what could we 
find here of that sin and its conse- 
quences? First, that David knew that 
sin is “against God,” that therein lies its 
deepest wrong. Second, it comes from 
the very grain of our nature, is an 
inborn thing, staining our whole be- 
ing. Third, that it destroys all joy 
and gladness, taking from us the con- 
sciousness of God’s presence. Fourth, 
that He only can take it away, creating 
in us “a clean heart.” Fifth, that sin 
in the heart prevents effective service 
for God, shuts our lips to all praise of 
him, all pleading with others for him. 
Sixth, that it may be forgiven only 
when the heart is “broken” over it, 
completely confesses it, and wholly hates 
it. Seventh, that it is the real preventive 


‘|of the progress of God’s kingdom on 


earth. 


2. Can we find seven facts about 
God’s attitude towards sin here? First 
that it is his divine lovingkindness alone 
that makes forgiveness possible. Second, 
that such mercy can wholly “blot out” 
even a transgression like David’s. Third, 
that acknowledgment of his justice and 
holiness must be part of our confes- 
sion. Fourth, that it is inward right- 
eousness which God is anxious about 
for us. Fifth, that he can restore the 
lost joy and gladness and bring back 
the song to our lips. Sixth, that all 
this is the work of his Holy Spirit 





(note the capital S used in the Ameri- 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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can Standard Version). Seventh, that 
the sacrifice of service is pleasing to 
God only when it comes from contrite 
hearts. In the light of his own Word, 
as contained in this Psalm, can we 
not make plain the way back to him for 
girls who may be lost in sin? 

3. But they will be asking just what 
forgiveness is, since we — the 
unending results of David's sin, only 
last Sunday. A recent k on our 
English tongue thus defines pardon, for- 
giveness and mercy: . 


“Pardon remits the outward penalty 
which the offender deserves. 
“Forgiveness dismisses resentment or 
displeasure from the heart of the one 
offended. 

“Mercy seeks the highest possible 
good of the offender.” 


Applying each of these to David’s case 
we see how truly God pardoned him, for- 
gave him, and showed him mercy. Cer- 


tainly David deserved to die, physically,’ 


for the murder of Uriah, “a life for a 
life,” Exodus 21: 23; Numbers 3: 31 be- 
ing God’s own law for the murderer. But 
his life was spared to its natural end. 
And a study of Psalm 32 will convince 
any girl that God forgave David ac- 
cording to this clear definition, and dis- 
missed from his own mind the displeas- 
ure we are told he felt over it (2 Sam. 
11:27). When God forgives, our place 
in his love is unchanged, he remembers 
our sin against us no more forever. But 
none of these phases of forgiveness nec- 


essarily includes blotting out the conse- — 


wences of our sin, in our own and other 
ives, though when it is truest mercy so 
to do our Father’s mercy can be counted 
on “beyond the-measure of man’s mind,” 
and to every one of us he has showed 
just such undeserved mercy a thousand 


times. .(1) 
Home Study 
Memorize Psalm 51, all of it. One 
verse a day for one week, and two each 
day for one week more will do it, with 
Sunday for review. 


ATLANTA, GA. - 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A short cut. 

Discussion: What advantage is gained 
by saying “I beg your pardon”? What 
particular advantage is gained by telling 
God we are sorry, and asking his forgive- 
ness? 

Objective: God’s hand is held out, not 
only in forgiveness, but in power, to the 
penitent. 











AY, fellows, your high school friend, 
Mr. Geometry, says that a straight 
line is the shortest distance between 
two given points. Last week we were 
warned against short cuts. Absalom 
tried to take a short cut to fame, but 
was headed off. But to-day let’s talk 
about a certain short cut that is.worth 
exetytting to a fellow who has made a 
slip. 
It is the short cut to a new start—a 
new start, on the right track. 

David made a bad slip and found 
himself on a false trail, but he was wise 
enough to cut across lots before it was 
too late and get into the straight path 
again, 

Many a fellow feels dog mean over 
the way he has acted. The devil doesn’t 
want him to feel sad over sin, so he puts 
into his mind a suggestion like this: 
“Well, cheer up, old fellow, everybody 
makes mistakes sometimes; don’t cry 
over spilt milk. Besides, it wasn’t so 
bad, after all; no need of cutting your 


‘pride; keep a etiff oust lip, put on a 


bold face, and forget it!” 

That is the devil’s advice, but it’s 
wrong advice. 

For, when a fellow has done wrong, 
the best and quickest way out is to be 
ashamed and sorry’and confess it. That 
clears the smoke’ away and puts the 
devil to shame. From that point every 
lodk is an uplook, and every is 
forward: having done that, he can hold 
up his head and face the world. 

A boy was playing in my yard one 
day, . bouncing a golf. ball against the 
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Lesson for August 22 
‘Psalm 51 : 1-17 


brick wall. A bad throw, and thé ball 
went through a large pane of glass. 
He told his playmates he was going to 
tell me about it, apologize, and pay for 
it; but he has not done so yet.. I have 
wished many times he would, so I could 
tell him it is all right, and I do not hold 
it against him. Possibly he has decided 
he will let time heal the matter, but 
it is the long way, at best, and will 
never lead out satisfactorily. When he 
sees me, he looks guilty and uncomfort- 
able: I hope he will yet take the short 
cut. 

David was wise enough to see that 
sin is an offense to God. . No matter 
how much he had wronged Uriah, he had 
wronged God more. Therefore, he con- 
fessed to God, and he confessed to God 
before men. Then David felt a lot bet- 
ter; then he could get God’s help to 
make a new start and keep clean and 
straight. 

Fellows, get down on your knees be- 
fore you go to sleep to-n = and tell 
Him all about it. has been waiting 
for you to do that, and he wants you 
to know “ow ready he is to forgive you 
and help you make a clean, new start. 

It is easy to get on the road to true suc- 
cess. 

It is the short cut to real satisfaction. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 

Let the teacher give each boy a slip 
of paper with one of the following ref- 
erences on it. Let each boy find the ref- 
erence in his Bible, and write the verse 
on the paper, bringing it to class next 
Sunday to read when the teacher calls 
for it. See what Solomon said about 
wisdom: Proverbs 1:7; 2:6; 3:13; 12: 
8; 16:16; 17:16; 19:8; 21:30; 24:3; 
Eccles. 9: 10. 

New Yorxk Ciry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





August 29. The Beauties and Wonders of 
God’s World. Psa. 65: 1-13. (An outdoor 
meeting.) 

September 5: What Christ Does for the 
Christian. John 15 : 1-8, 14-16. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

September 12. A Great Miracle and Its Les- 
sons. Mark 2: 1-12. 

September 19. Good Work: Finding It; Do- 
ing it. Eccl. 9 : 10; Col. 3 : 22-25. 


Sunday, August 22 
Receiving Praise and Giving It 
(Rom. 1:8; 1 Thess. 1 : 2-10) 

Mon.—Honored for Insight (Dan. 2 : 46-49). 
Daniel was honored for insight, but Daniel 
knew it was not his insight. It was no 
more an effort on Daniel’s part than it 
would be on your part if a door were to 
open and you were to look inside of a 
room. God opened a door to Daniel, and 
he saw. Let ws learn to give God the 
praise due to him, as Daniel did. 

Tues.—Praised and Proud (Acts 12 : 20-23). 
Herod took God’s praise and was smitten. 
The people cried, as Herod sat in his 
royal apparel and. delivered an oration, — 
“It is the voice of a god, and not of a 
man.” The Scriptures say that immediately 
the angel of the Lord smote him, because 
he gave not God the glory, aud he was 
eaten of worms and gave up the ghost. 
This picture should cause us all to stop and 
give God the glory. 

Wed.—Praising a Good Deed (John 9 : 24-34). 
The blind man whom Jesus healed gave 
Jesus the glory and was greatly criticized 
for it; but he gave God the glory. They 
could not take the glory away from God, 
either. The Scripture says, “and seeing 
the man.” Will they look at us, and hav- 
ing seen us praise God? 

Thurs.—-The Praise of God (1 Cor. 4: 1-5). 
This is no time for us to take praise. Men 
cannot see all that we are, therefore we 
should not be puffed up by their praise 
nor discouraged by their blame. There 
is coming a day when the hidden things 
of darkness will be revealed. Let us wait 
for our praise until that day. Carry on! 


Fri.—Words of Encouragement (1 Thess. 4: 
9-12). The Lord Jesus, seen in the Revela- 
tion speaking to the Churches, always starts 
in with praise for whatever good - needs 
encouragement. So does Paul, in writing 
his epistles. It is our joy also, to give 
words of encouragement. Encouragement 
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is better than praise. Sometimes praise is 
that which produces encouragement and 
should be given, if men are sure that the 
praise will not lead to conceit. 

Sat.—A Praiseworthy Life (Prov. 31 : 10-31). 
Let us not forget that there is the praise 
of men, for which many men labor, and 
it is a splendid thing and a goodly thing 
to this life, if we are thinking of this life 
alone; but there is another praise, praise 
of Him who loved us and gave himself for 
us. There is that blessed word which is 
some day to be spoken if we are worthy 
of it, “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant.” To receive this praise it is worth 
going through dungeons and privations, 
even poverty and misunderstanding, ‘for 
‘this praise will last through eternity. 


OW very much we all need encour- 
aging, and God intends that “we 
shall encouraged. He has sent the 
Holy Spirit to the world to encourage 
us, but the’ praise which God is to give 
us is not for now. This is worth while 
repeating to ourselves and remembering. 
Many of the noblest lives have been 
lived without an iota of praise, and with 
very little, if any, encouragement. Paul 
said that he wanted to know Him in 
the fellowship of his suffering. Jesus 
was not praised while he trod this earth; 
he was despised and rejected of men. 
He died in the darkness, he became sin 
and drank its bitter dregs and the last 
drop of that awful cup of death. All 
this, he said, was for the joy that was 
set before him, The praise and the glory 
are yonder, 

Do not settle down in this world ex- 
pecting the praise of this world. The 
worldling must labor for that, for he 
has only this world; your greatest joy is 
giving, — your praise awaits you, if you 
deserve any praise. It is hard to do 
without it here in this world. It is just 
here that many Christian workers fail, 
if they have failed at all. They seek 
human sympathy. If some one compli- 
ments them on a sermon or a on, | or 
a writing there seems to come some kind 
of satisfaction. This is a very, very 
dangerous morsel, this sort of satisfac- 
tion. It will crave for more, and if 
more does not come it will become dis- 
couraged. Oh, how many Christian 
workers have quit, just quit,—(think of 
it!) Quit—because this encouragement 
and praise was not forthcoming. 

I have cried to God in the night hours 
over some of these workers, in pity for 
them. Some day, when they stand be- 
fore Him, there will be great loss be- 
cause they quit just in the place where 
they could have started to gain real 
pfaise from him, -for they were doing 
something fpr which nobody cared, they 
thought; but ah, it was just the time 
that He cared the most, a time when 
he would have comforted the most, a 
time when he could have taught them 
the most if they had labored for him 
alone. 

Peter in such an hour as this denied 
his Lord. He would have fought to 
the bitter end if Jesus had stood and 
told him to go through, and handed 
him a sword. e would have killed man 
after man; but to see the one whom he 
loved, with his hands tied behind him, 
taken captive by the soldiers, brought 
a battle to Peter which pride could not 
stand. Pride cannot stand true to its 
friend in the hour of failure. Do you 
feel like quitting? Examine yourself 
and see if it is not wounded pride, as 
was Peter’s. If you could be called now 
to some great position, to some high, 
heroic act, would you go? Then turn 
and take up your task just where you 
aré now, the one for which no one cares, 
and do it just for Him alone, and you 
will have praise in that day! I plead 
with you in Jesus’ name, do it for the 
glory that is to come. 


What help does praise bring to us?— 
It may bring encouragement to us, or 
it may bring conceit. 


Why should we look for things to 
praise in others ?—Giving praise is beau- 
tiful if it is not flattery; but only the 
wise know the difference between praise 
and flattery. Real praise is criticism of 
the best sort. 


How may we deserve praise ?7—We can 
only deserve praise when we do a thing 
not for i alone, but because of 
merit or fidelity. 
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A Breakfast Dainty 


That makes ice cream 
. doubly delicious 


Puffed Rice or Corn Puffs—just as you serve them at 
breakfast — add exquisite nut-like flavor to ice cream. 


The airy morsels, flimsy as a snowflake, melt into the cream. 
And they add a taste which nothing else supplies. 


Also with berries they add a delightful blend. 
crust adds to ashortcake —a flaky, flavory garnish. 


Yet major foods 


Puffed Grains seem like food confections— like fascinating tid- 
bits, created to entice, They are airy, toasted bubbles which 
crumble at a touch, 

But consider what they¢are. Two are whole grains with every 
food cell blasted — fitted for digestion as grains never were before. 

Every granule has been steam exploded. Every atom of the 
whole grain feeds, ‘They supply supreme nutrition. 

Yet they are so dainty that you use them on icecream. You use 
them in candy making. Children eat them like nut-meats — dry. 


They add what 


The very foods which form the ideal breaktast. 


Millions of dishes, in these hot months, are being served every 
day. You are missing much if you don’t serve all three Puffed 
Grains, all day long, in plenty. 





Puffed Wheat 
Puffed Rice 
Corn Puffs 


All Bubble Grains 








Douse with butter 
For hungry children to eat like 
salted nut meats when at play. 


The supreme summer supper 
For luncheons and suppers serve Puffed Wheat in milk. These 
are grains of whole wheat puffed to eight times normal size. They 
are flavory and toasted — so airy that they float. And they do not 
tax the stomach, for the food cells are exploded. 


The Quaker Qals @mpany 


Sole Makers 3409 
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Sunday School Lesson Helps 
“Christian Life Series” 


Strictly undenominational, pre- 
illen ial G oe woe Lug 
Free from secular advertisements. Fiirst- 


' The “ Christian Life Series” 
consists of Quarterlies — Adult Bible 
Teachers Quarterly, Intermediate Bi- 
ble Teachers Quarterly, Junior Teach- 
ers Quarterly, Primary Teachers 
Quarterly, Adult Bible Scholars Quart- 
erly, Senior Bible Scholars Quarterly, 
Home Department Quarterly, Inter- 
mediate Quarterly, Jumior Quarterly, 
Primary ‘Quarterly (Cards), Lesson 
Leaves, Question Quarterly. 

PRICES MODERATE 


Iliustrated Papers 
Christian Life Missionary 
Gospel of Jesus for Our Juniors 
Our Jewels for Jesus. 


Samples and prices sent on application. 
Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRINTING CO. 


Box 398 CLEVELAND, OHIO, 





















YOUNG WOMEN 


= 
= 
= Train for Christian Work! 
= Good Positions! Good Salaries! 


= Some scholarships are available. Apply at 
once. Correspondence invited. Catalogue 
and particulars on application, - Write to 
Rev. W. H, Waygood. 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers of the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
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Deaconess House, 1122 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


REV. WM. H. ROBERTS, D.D,.. . Pres. 
MRS, WM. L. McLEAN , . . . Vice-Pres. 
MR, SAMUELT. KERR. .,.... Sec’y. 
MR. THOMAS R. PATTON. , . . Treas. 
REV. W. H. WAYGOOD, D.D. , . . Supt. 


TASC 


SMUT 


HOLA LUNVMUIA LUT VUVLLAVNOTOD PASAT 


TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


7 Gramercy Park, West 
Under the auspices of the Woman’s Branch 


New York City Mission Society 
MRS. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, First Directress 


Special advantages are offered in Bibie Study 
and practical work to young women desiring to 
enter upon city, home or foreign field work. Ad- 
dress your request for prospectus to 


MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Executive Secretary 
Room 401, 105 East 22d St., New York City 

















Gordon 


ious-Educational College course 
of four years, college degree of Th. 
B. Graduate School of Theology, 
three year course,graduate degree 
of B. D. Two-year Col mpate ‘Training coursé. in- 
terdenominational. Of full college and graduate 
grade, with a wide penge ot studies, permeated bya 
remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable faculty and 
student body. New and beautiful fireproot bui pace 
with dormitories. Organized religious work and self- 
Support. For catalog and correspondence, address 


NATHAN R. WOOD, President, Gordon Bible College, Boston} 














Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. 

College, Preparatory, and Divinity School. 
New Course in Evangelical Religious Education. 
No Fraternities. Expenses Moderate. 
Catalog on request to 

President, 1. Harvey BrumMBavuGu. 


The Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 PARK AVE., ST. LOUIS, MO. 


A school unswervingly loyal to the Word of God — 
Richly blessed of God. No tuition or enrollment _fee. 
Board and lodging $5.00 per week for women. Men 
can find accommodations tn vicinity of school. 


J. H. GAUSS, D.D., Supt. 
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Worth Knowing 





Bringing up John (By Edward Lei 
Pell).—Jones always blamed that tertile 
September storm for the collapse of the 
new town hall, although the rest of us 
think the def ‘ive materials he used for 
he foundations had something to do with 
it. And we are too often wont to blame 
the college storms for the wreck of 
Tom’s temple of faith, when a share of 
the guilt is ours, because that temple 
was originally built on flimsy stuff. It is 
y many such striking analogies that Dr. 

ell emphasizes the home as a most im- 
gortent factor in religious education. 
Ve give our children too many make- 
shift truths, and when crises come they 
cannot stand the test. This volume 
therefore should be of incalculable bene- 
fit in the lives of many, through the 
clarifying of the ideas of parents and 
the resultant teaching to their children 
of truths that will “pan out” when ex- 
perience meets them. 

On a dozen or more. points Dr. Pell 
calls attention to silly religious teach- 
ings for children, to the havoc these work 
in later years, and to the truth as it 
should be taught. For example, a big 
blunder a mother so often makes is to 
say, “Don’t do that, Johnny; God [or 
mother] doesn’t love naughty boys.” 
That takes away all comfort and sym- 
pathy, and in later years: may stop the 
return of a prodigal. Johnny precisely 
needs somebody who will love him when 
he is naughty. God so loved. sinners 
that he gave his only begotten Son, and 
Johnny must be told, “Don’t you know 
God loves you?—and God doesn’t want 
you to do that.” And so he will be 
drawn by cords of love. , 

In like manner we are given the truth 
about Cod’s protection and providence, 
about prayer, about the Sabbath, about 
temptation and fighting, about the kind 
of peace Christ brought to this world, 
andsoon, There are books a-plenty these 
days about how to keep John a healthy 
little animal, or how to guide John in his 
career, or even how to make John a little 
moralist. Dr. Pell refreshingly disre- 
gards these all. “Bringing up John” 
should be primarily a spiritual process. 
The home is a divine institution, and not 
—a boarding house. 

It is a matter of keen regret, how- 
ever, that among the dozen or more 
chapters labeled “Teaching the Truth 
about—” there are none on sin or sal- 
vation. For unless John clearly realizes 
that he is a sinner by nature, and that 
there is but one way of salvation and 
cleansing, important as these other truths 
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may be, they will not suffice, after all, to 
carry John through. Bearing in mind this 
| limitation, the volume should neverthe- 
| less be most profitable to every parent. 
| (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25.) 

How Can I Lead My Pupils to Christ? 
| (By Edward Leigh Pell)—‘“In some 
| schools teachers have practically ceased 
to report conversions since they became 
| pedagogical. This, of course, is not be- 
cause pedagagy stops conversions, but 
\because some vagaries which these 
|teachers have mistaken for pedagogy 
|could stop anything.” “All really suc- 
cessful soul-winners are pedagogical, 
whether they know it or not.” These 
quotations indicate the author’s approach 
| to his subject, and an important element 
|in his presentation. For he recognizes 
| the Sunday-school to be a school, .and 
| points out sound pedagogical principles 
| and methods and their use in soul-win- 
ining. And over against these he vig- 
torously refutes certain “half-baked half 
truths” which in the name of pedagogy 
are “handed out by incompetent teachers 
of teachers.” -That these refutations are 
timely must be apparent to any $Sane 
observers of the present-day trend -of 
things in the Sunday-school world. Sim- 
ply as a book dealing with pedagogical 
principles and methods for the Sunday- 
school the work is valuable. But the 
subject itself is presented in a masterly 
way. The author recognizes and clearly 
shows that “the business of the Sun- 
day-school is to lead souls to Christ”; 
that it is therefore “not a school: in the 








sense that the day-school is a school,” 


‘and that the teacher and his work is 


the key to success in this business. There 
are splendid chapters on “Helping the 
Pupil to Realize Christ,” “To See the 
Truth,” “To Apply the Truth,” “To Ac- 
cept Christ”; on “Teaching Christ Un- 
consciously,” and on “In the Light: of 
His Face.” The discussion may be sum- 
med up as “the transforming word of 
God in the hands of a transformed 
teaciier” under the direct and directing 
work of the Holy Spirit. The constant 
lea is for a “vision of Christ,” and 
or “the fire of a_great, enlightening, 
yey: passion for Christ and for souls.” 
And the way to this is pointed out to be 
not in learning “just what methods the 
most successful teachers use in winning 
their pupils to Christ,” but in learning 
“the source from which their methods 
sprang” (Fleming H: Revell Co., New 
York, $1). 


A Working Plan for the Church 
School (By A. E. Henry, D. D.).— 
The distinctive feature of this book is 
that it tells how the kind of folk found 
in every Sunday-school may undertake 
a comprehensive two-year program in 
their own school and carry it on to a 
successful conclusion. It is written in 
the language of the average Sunday- 
school worker rather than the language 
of present day religious educational ex- 
perts. The plan proposed has been 
used to reach the people in a given 
parish, teach them in such a way as 
to win their decision for the Christian 
life, and train them for worth while 
service, at home and abroad. It shows 
how to make a survey of the parish and 
how to use the material thus gathered; 
select effective slogans, and establish sen- 
sible goals. Two unusual committees 
are suggested, and working plans de- 
scribed for each of them: the program 
committee works six months ahead and 
arranges the details of the general plan 
of action in each department. 

The publicity committee keeps the 
church and community informed of the 
progress of the working plans adopted; 
maintains the interest of the workers, 
and attracts those whom the church is 
trying to reach. The-chapter on “A 
Month of Vision” will bring joy. to 
many a pastor and superintendent, es- 
peciaiiy when they ‘realize that here are 
the very plans they have longed for — 
things they may do themselves, without 
outside aid. The programs for twenty- 
one special days are given in a form 
that may be adapted to the capacity of 
any school, large or small. 

The plans for prayer bands and per- 
sonal work lead up to a continuous 
evangelism as well as the usual decision 
day. These are followed by very sim- 
ple conservation plans which in turn 
lead up to training for life service in 
a very natural way. This book should 
be ‘in the hands of every pastor and 
superintendent in this great Sunday- 
school land. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) 


Talks t jSunday-School Teachers 
(By Luther Allan Weigle).—This series 
of talks by the Horace Bushnell Pro- 
fessor of Christian Nurture in Yale Uni- 
versity comes largely in response to the 
eager request of many who have been 
benefited by Dr. Weigle’s earlier book, 
“The Pupil and the Teacher.” The pres- 
ent volume supplements the last-named 
work by a fuller discussion of some 
important topics, such as Instincts, Chil- 
dren’s Lies, Hero Worship, Doubts, 
Habits, Attention, Questioning, Exami- 
nations. These studies should help many 
teachers to understand their pupils bet- 
ter, and to “put across” the lesson at 

oints where they have before failed. 

he questions and suggestions for study 
and investigation given at the close of 
each chapter are largely conducive to 
this end. Helpful also are the accom- 
panying reading lists. 

The book concerns itself almost en- 
tirely with the teaching process and the 
child to be taught, and therefore there 

( Continued on the next page) 


SOMETHING NEW 


Scofield Reference 
Bible 


Resolution ad by, the World’s Con- 
ference on Christian Fundamentals held 
at Chicago, Ill., June 19, 1920: 
“* In view of our purpose to promote intel- 
ent Bible ep by ev spend 
nce we cogerd SCOFIELD RE. > 
ENCE BI as the most helpful edition 
of the Holy Scriptures produced up to this 
time, we ford our agreement 
with its general teachings and urge the 
children of God everywhere to study it 
and to encourage its use.” 








BUY SCOFIELD BIBLES 
from the 


Philadelphia School of the Bible 
DR. C. 1, SCOFIELD, President 
1721-23 Spring Garden Street, Phila., Pa. 














The Fort Wayne Bible 
Training School 


Established 1904 


Offers splendid instruction and training to Chris- 
tian young men and women. Interdenominatienal, 
strictly evangelical, deeply spiritual. Nine mem- 
bers on its teaching staff. ‘l'wo years’ graduate 
course ; also one year preparatory work for those 
who need it. Course in Bible Exposition, Doc- 
trine, Synthetic Bible, New Testament Greek, Bible 
History, Church History, Vocal and Instrumental 
Music, English, etc. hool in a fine location. 

ard and rooms offered at a very low rate. Fall 
term begins - 15th. Make requests for cata- 
logues,application blanks,and other information to 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE TRAINING SCHOOL, 


FORT WAYNE, IND. 














For the BULKLEY TRAINING SCHOOL 
of the NEW YORK SK 

HOSPITAL. Affiliated with 

|< armed for Medical and Ch 


iseases, and the New York Lying-in 
Hospital for Obstetrics. 


Pupils must have one year’s high school and be 


over 18 years of age. - Course 24 years, with an 
allowance of $20 per month. Apply 


SUPERINTENDENT, 301 East 19th St., New York City 











Toronto Bible College 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL 


Three“years’ course. Tuition Free. The twenty- 
seventh session begins on September arst, 1920. 


REV. JOHN McNICOL, B.D., Principal 
110 College Street, Toronto, Ontario. 

















Old Dominion Academy 
Robert Allen's School for Boys 


Semi-military. 3 Well Appointed a ny At 
Health Resort in mountains of W. Va. Bo rom 7 
to 16 live with masters. Honor System. 

rates. Write tor catalogue. 


easonable 


R. EB. ALLEN, Supt., Box M, Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 


Training School for Nurses 


175 beds. Nurses’ home. Board and tuition 
free. Income while learning. ‘lwo weeks’ 
vacation. Requirement grammar school and 
ast year high school. Address 


__ Supt. Mercer Hospital, Trenton, N. J. 























Bethel Bible Institute x 


An Interdenominational, Evangelical School. 

Trains for all kinds of Christian work. 5 
Elemen and advanced courses in secular studies, 
‘ull Bible Courses and Methods of Christian W: 
Music and Oratory a specialty. 

Beautiful country location. 

Industrial department enables students to pay their 
way. For information write to 


REV. E. W. KENYON, SPENCER, MASS. 


THE NORTHWESTERN BIBLE AND 


MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 
For Curriculum — covering three years, address 
Ne, 6 SOUTH 1ITH STREET #§ MINNEAPOLIS, MINK. 
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. is such an appeal that old and 


Lesson for August 22 
Psalm g1 : 1-17 





their lessons every week from the 


AMERICAN | 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


W hh y? 


Send for a copy of free book- 
let, ** The Wonderful Story of 
how the Bible came down 
through the Ages.”’ 





, 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
381-A Fourth Ave., New York 
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can be no comment as to the content 
or direction of that teaching. It must 
be noted, however, that the chapter bib- 
liographies consist almost exclusively 
of books by writers of the modern lib- 
eral school of thought. 

There is a further occasion for re- 
gret that in this otherwise excellent:work 
the author should have so largely de- 
voted his remarks to teaching in gen- 
eral and said so little about Christian 
principles and applications of teaching. 
Thus in the chapter on “The Develop- 
ment of the Will” only the last four 
lines are given to a Christian phase of 
the subject, and in “The Roots of Law” 
there is hardly a trace of such applica- 
tion, although both these chapters by 
their very titles would naturally suggest 
an extensive treatment of this side of 


the topic. (George H. Doran Company, 
New York, $1255 
Outdoor Stunts (By Arthur H. 


Strouse).—{This book was produced “to 
supply the ever increasing demand for 
good recreational plans, and to promote a 
love for nature and an opportunity for 
those who long to revel in it.” It is plain 
that the author has been out with the boys 
and girls many a time, for he describes 
the almost two hundred games and stunts 
like a “professional.” The directions 
are short but perfectly clear, and there 
oung — 
or young and very young — will be sure 
to find just those new sports or stunts 
that they have been wishing for. For a 
short volume the book is remarkable 
in its completeness. Not only are many 
usual and unusual sports described, but 
full attention is given to such allied 
subjects as lunches; hikes, bird houses, 
planting, and camping. High jump- 
ing and shadow tag, tobogganing, and 
polo; topsy-turvy and the sandpile game, 
they are all there, Games for the school- 
yard, and games for mother and the 
little ones ; games for the city, and games 
for the country, with relay races, and 
Indian and African “novelties,” and all 
the rest. A wholesome book, indeed, 
which will make jolly fun and develop a 
love for the outdoors. (A. H. Strouse 
Publishing Co., Chicago, 50 cts.) 
Danger Signals for Teachers (by A. 
E. Winship). short chapters of this 
book are intended to help public school 
teachers meet the new conditions grow- 
ing out of the war, and to enable the 
American public rightly to appreciate 
the service of the schools in the perpet- 
uation of democracy. There is the usual 
everestimation of the effect of the war, 
as though it had changed human nature 
instead of revealing it, and the usual 
optimism in such statements as “the col- 
lapse of the Kaiser is the collapse of 
bossism.” But despite an occasional ex- 
aggeration, such as that the officers’ train- 
ing camps made better second lieuten- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ants in four months than West Point 
made in four years, the book is full of 
wholesome advice for teachers, and of 


‘| warning for a public that looks with too 


great complacency upon the drift of 
some of our best teachers out of the pro- 
fession simply for lack of adequate com- 
pensation. It is sraxting to read that 
since 1917 we have fallen far behind Eng- 
land in appreciation of education. The 
title might better have been “Educational 
Danger Signals for America” (Forbes 
and Co., Chicago, $1.25). 

How to Interest the Young in Bible 
Truths (by Charles B. Donle).—All who 
are interested in teaching children spir- 
itual truth know the value of getting 
their undivided attention, and that when 
the eye is caught and held, the ear is 
open and the mind alert. The author 
of this book, lovingly known as “Uncle 
Charlie,” is a master: at this, and in ten 
chapters of fascinating reading he re- 
lates a vast amount of the richest Bible 
truth to objects that can be seen and 
handled. ach chapter is attractively 
illustrated with pictures of the opjects 
used, As Paul Rader says in his Fore- 
word, Uncle Charlie makes the finest 
“object baskets” for the children to carry 
home ideas in, and he tells how other 
Sunday-school workers and children’s 
evangelists may do the same. A mother 
who wants to entertain her own chil- 
dren will find it a book of never failing 
interest to them, whether the objects 
are shown, or drawn, or the illustrations 
used (The Book Stall, 113 Fulton Street, 
at York, 75 cts., cloth; in paper, 50 
cts.). 


The Revelation of John (by Shirley 
Jackson Case).—In the words of the 
ublishers, “the central theme of this 

k is to explain the meaning of Rev- 
elation as its author intended it to be 
understood by those to whom it was 
first addressed.” This is further said 
to mean that the book “aims to tell us 
exactly what John meant to say.” Such 
a bold claim in regard to a part of 
Scripture which has puzzled very many 
writers raises great expectations, and the 
reader takes up Dr. Case’s work with 
unusual keenness. 

But it must be confessed that the 
result of the reading is disappointing. 
The view set forth is that Revelation 
was intended solely for the writer’s own 
day, and therefore. it is only very in- 
directly of any use to-day. This means 
that there is no idea whatever of Di- 
vine inspiration or of a meaning beyond 
the writer’s consciousness, as taught in 
1 Peter 1:11, 

The teaching is said to be limited to 
John's own conceptions. Not only so, 
ut John’s view of the future is said 
to be wrong, and that of his Christian 
opponents right (p. 7). John’s picture 
of that future “reeks” with the blood 
of Christians to be slaughtered (p. 40). 
Daniel is dated 167 B. C., and is said 
to be the work “not of an accurate chron- 
ologist, only of an apocalyptic vision- 
ary” (p. 72). ; 
The author of Revelation was not the 
“Beloved Disciple,” but the name of this 
companion of Christ was used by a char- 
acteristic literary device to give the book 
added authority. This apparently wrong 
action was due to the difference in lit- 
erary ethics at that time (p. 152). It 
would be interesting to have the histori- 
cal proof of this fundamental difference 
in literary ethics, because it is often 
stated in modern works, though no gen- 
uine evidence is adduced. 

The interpretation of Christ’s death 
and resurrection is not only inadequate, 
it is positively pogo wr sy 3 It is in glar- 
ing opposition to what Revelation con- 
tains. A writer may object to what the 
New Testament teaches, but, as a mod- 
ern theologian has said, intellectual hon- 
esty should lead him to admit what is 
actually found there. Thus, Dr. Case 
remarks that the cleansing effect of 
blood “appealed strongly to John’s im- 
agination,” as if this were the adequate 
and accurate way of stating what is 
found in the Apocalypse. 

Another indication of the attitude of 
the book is seen in the remark that -“as 
usual John credits. his unique experience 
to possession by the Spirit” (p. 250). 
Yet obviously such a claim is either true 
or false. It is also said that the specific 
events predicted by John did not come 





Then what can be 
the spiritual and practical value of such 
an unreliable béok? Other expressions 
to the same effect are “John’s extrava- 
gant imagery” and “now antiquated im- 
agery” (p. 47). P 

It is well that the fundamental issues 
should have been raised so definitely by 
this book, and those who oppose Dr. 
Case’s attitude are ready and glad to 
meet him. The problem is just this: 
if he is right, then the whole Christian 
church is wrong, and, indeed, has been 
wrong all through the centuries in al- 
lowing Revelation to form part of a 
volume. which is regarded as the author- 
itative Word of God. Dr. Case is wholly 
unsuccessful in his attempt to show that 
the book is of value to us to-day, and 
if the word were not already worn out 
by use, it would be correct to call his 
effort “camouflage.” For if what is here 
said is true, Revelation is unworthy of 
attention, and it is really surprising that 
Dr. Case has given himself the trouble 
of writing this work, except so far as 
the Apocalypse represents a phase of 
church history of the first century, and 
as such possesses an antiquarian inter- 
est. Let the position be once more 
clearly set out: the Christians of the 
}first century, according to Dr. Case, 
were eapeene, ateuye persecution at the 
hands of the Roman authorities, and an 
unknown disciple, using the name and 
apostolic authority of the son of Zebedee, 
determined to encourage these sufferers. 
He thereupon depicted in glowing terms 
the speedy destruction of the Roman 
power, the immediate appearance of 
Christ, and the complete deliverance of 
the harassed Christians, But this “John” 
was in no sense a prophet, and was mis- 
taken in his predictions. The Roman 
power was not destroyed, Christ did 
not appear, and the Christians did not 
get the promised relief. 

Could anything be conceived more im- 
possible from the standpoint of truth, to 
say nothing of common sense? It is 
essential to speak out very plainly and 


to pass (p. 406). 
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to say that Dr. Case’s book is not only 
without the warrant of true histori 
scholarship, but is subversive of that 
genuine ristianity which has always 
regarded the books of the New Testa- 
ment as in some real and definite way 
divinely authoritative for man’s life, 
cause possessed of truth based on fact. 
It is a cause of profound regret that~ 
such a book as this should come forth 
with the authority of the University of 
Chicago. (University of Chicago Press, 
$2, net.) 


The Book of Revelation (by Shirley 
Jackson Case). This is an outline course 
of studies on Revelation, and its charac- 
ter can be gauged by the book on the 
Revelation by the author. It entirelv ig- 
nores divine inspiration and prediction, 
and makes assumptions which are as 
historically baseless as they are spirit- 
ually misleading. If the author’s view 
is correct, it seems quite unnecessary 
for students to spend time with so un- 
reliable a book and one of such little 
practical value in the present day. (Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 50 cents, net.) 


Moses and the Monuments (By Mel- 
vin Grove Kyle, D.D.).—Not one per- 
son in ten thousand can understand an 
argument hased on Hebrew words and 
phrases, and even if he could the re- 
sult might be a wrong impression, be- 
cause questions of philology are sub- 
jective, uncertain, and inconclusive, es- 
pecially, as in the case of Hebrew, when 
they are concerned with a dead language. 
But almost everybody can follow and 
appreciate arguments based on facts of 
history and archeology, because they are 
simple to understand and convincing in 
force. This constitutes the value of 
Dr. Kyle’s book, which he calls “Light 
from Archeolo on  Pentateuchal 
Times,” and which contains the Stone 
Lectures at Princeton for 1919. 

In six chapters the author discusses 
several vital points connected with these 
books of tife Bible, and has no difficulty 

( Continued on the next page) 
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Books That Are Worth Knowing 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


in showing that while the Pentateuch 
has no trace of Babylonian influence in 
it, it is full of Egyptian ideas and 
methods. This means that from arche- 
ology the modern critical position, which 
makes the Pentateuch late and Babylon- 
ian, is proved to be impossible, 

Dr. yle starts by adducing testi- 
monies from peculiar words and phrases; 
then literary features, facts of history, 
and aspects of art and architecture are 
brought forward to prove the early date 
of the composition of the Pentateuch. 
One of the most striking, impressive, 
and conclusive points is the way in which 
the critical view of Deuteronomy is dis- 
cussed and shown to be untenable. An- 
other remarkable and satisfying discus- 
sion is as to the reason for the absence 
of all reference to the future life in 
the Pentateuch, when it is well-known 
how promir-nt this belief was in the 
Egypt with which Israel and Moses were 
so familiar. These things and many 
more to the same effect prove the utter 
impossibility of any such collusion which 
the critical theory necessitates if the 
Mosaic date and Ser of the Pen- 
tateuch is set aside. As Dr. Kyle says, 
some reply may be made to individual 
points, but the general position is not 
capable of being turned by any criti- 
cism of details. The conclusion is drawn 
that nothing less than a divine supervi- 
sion can account for what is found in 
these first five books of the Bible. 

And thus we have one more evidence 
of tle baselessness of the critical posi- 
tion, and one, moreover, that indicates 
beyond question the “deciding voice of 
the monuments.” This ought 
forthwith to be read and mastered by 
ministers and by all others who want 
to have the best proof of the untenable- 
ness of the critical view. That large 
number who value and love the Bible 
as the uniquely authoritative and there- 
fore historically trustworthy revelation 
of God are deeply indebted to Dr. Kyle 
for this fine study. Seldom has any- 
thing appeared on the true view of the 
Pentateuch at once so fair, so full of 
first-hand information, so candid, and 
withal so absolutely convincing. . The 
book is enriched by sixteen page plates 
of Egyptian life, illustrating some of the 

oints of the discussion. (Bibliotheca 

acra Co, Oberlin, Ohio; advartee orders 
until October 1, $1.65, postpaid; after 
that date, $2.15, postpaid.) 


The Heralds of the King (by Alice 
Dana Adams).—The whole of the book 
of Acts is here told in simple language 
and in story form, making an admirable 
history of the early church for children 
and young people. The chapter and verse 
divisions of the Bible are not foMowed 
or indicated, and the modern English 
used makes this an attractive book of 
stories with each incident given a sep- 
arate title. Among the valuable fea- 
tures of the book is the giving of- dates 
to certain everts whenever such are 
known with reasonable certainty, and 
making clear the connection between the 
ancient places and those known in our 
present day. The places from which va- 
rious Epistles were written, with the 
authors, are included, together with choice 
and characteristic passages from each of 
the Epistles. A concluding chapter gives 
an account of what is known through 
tradition or other histories, and believed 
to be authentic, of the later lives of the 
Twelve Apostles (Richard G. Badger, 
Boston, $1.25). 

The Epistle of the Philippians (by the 
Rev. T. Walker).—Another of the series 
known as “The Indian Church Com- 
mentaries,” because written by Anglican 
missionaries in India. This work is by 
one who was beyond question a remark- 
able missionary, and his premature death 
a few years.ago was regarded, from the 
human standpoint, as an irreparable loss. 
He was associated with the Keswick 
Convention, of which he was a mission- 
ary representative, and his commentary, 
like the one on Acts already noticed in 
these columns, is a genuine combination 
of scholarship and spirituality. It is at 
once able and informing in exegesis, and 
suggestive and illuminating in spiritual 
teac’ ing. As a commentary on this epis- 
tle, it leaves nothing to be desired for 
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most readers and students. In gutie- 
lar, preachers and teachers will find here 
= e and varied material for sermons 
Bible readings. For all ordinary 
gurponss, it is almost perfect (Macmillan, 
ew York, $1.10). 
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The Brother of Wistaria 


By Pearl H. Campbell 


T STOOD at one end of the straggling 

street, perched like a bird’s nest 
against the cliffs, the queer little, dear 
little home where Wistaria lived with 
her father, mother, little brother Taro, 
and the year-old baby. It had a wonder- 
ful warden, with an old gnarled tree like 
the grandfather of all the trees, in it, 
and a pool for fishes, and no end of 
pretty flowers and queer«shrubs; for 
Wistaria’s father was a gardener who 
grew plants for the city markets. 

If you looked one way you saw through 
an opening in the hills the sacred moun- 
tain, veiling its summit in mist. If you 
looked the other way you saw beyond 
the picturesque village the deep, deep 
blue of the sea. And since it was the 
only place in town where both were vis- 
ible it was quite the prettiest of all. 

The three polite little children who 
played in the tiny. home with the paper 
shutters, who slept on soft quilts on the 
floor instead of proper beds, and whe 
clattered about the garden on clogs, were 
as happy as they could be. True, they 
never went to church, or Sunday-school. 
They were very careful to worship the 
gods on the god shelf, and sometimes 
they went to the temple with their 
mother and pa up fearfully into thé 
stony face of the god of little children. 

Yet for the most part they stayed 
within their own garden wall, planning 
what they would do when Taro grew big 
The boy had wonderful skill with his 
fingers. He could take a piece of chalk 
or a bit/of charcoal ahd make a few 
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strokes, and presto, there was the moun- 
tain, there was a bunch of grapes. pur- 
pling on the wall, with the baby’s laugh- 
ing fave peeping out from the leaves. 

“When I’ am‘a man,” boasted Taro, 
“I shall draw the most wonderful pic- 
tures in the world. I shall make so 
much. money that we shall all go to 
America to live. I shall build a splen- 
did house for us. Father shall lay aside 
his- gardening tools, Mother shall have 
a cook, and you shall be a ‘fine lady.” 

“IT will walk up and down like this,” 
said Wistaria, strutting like a little pea- 
<< “with a slave to carry my para- 
sol.’ 

“No, you shall ride in my devil-wagon,” 
said Taro, 

So the-play went on, and the little 
mother listening inside as she bent over her 
work of fashioning little kimonos would 
smile and shake her head at their chat- 
ter. Yet always she cautioned Wistaria 
about fastening the latch of the. gar- 
den gate, so the tiny toddler could not 
get it open. He loved to explore, and 
streets in Japan are no more safe for 
babies than they are in this country. 

But one day the little sister went to 
market and forgot. A passing tourist 
had purchased one of Taro’s sketches 
and given him some sheets of drawing 
paper. Soon he was having such a good 
time by himself that he neglected to keep 
an eye on the little fellow. He heard 
the gate slam, and looked up to see a 
little black head and a pair of sturdy 
legs vanish down the street. 

He is going to my honorable grand- 
father’s,” thought Taro. “What a scold- 
ing Wistaria will get when she comes 
back! I will finish my picture, then I 
will go and bring him back.” 

He added a few strokes to his pic- 
ture. Then he drew the big black cat 
stretched out on the wall. He made 
him smile as he did sometimes when he 
was content with the world and had 
dined on an honorable Mr. Mouse. He 
drew a fountain, and a dragon, and the 
tall be-spectacled American who -had 
given him the paper. Then he lazily 
started after his small brother. 

Once outside the gate he ran as fast 
as his short legs could carry him. One 
of the flimsy little candy shops had 
caught fire from an overturned charcoal 
stove, and the people instead of putting 
: out. were wringing their hands in dis- 
ress, 








“The fire god is angry,” they saitl. 
“He will destroy the village.” 

Taro heard a piteous litte ery, and 
he remembered his brother. ; 

“Taro, Taro,” called the little voice. 

He caught up a piece of matting *® 
beat out the fire and in he plunged. 
The smoke blinded his eyes, the sparks 
bit at his prin but he found. the 
baby and struggled forth, He had 
smothered out the flames and saved the 
street. But his hands, hands that could 
draw such wonderful pictures, hands 
whose skill the American gentleman had 
praised, were terribly burned. 

“T shall never draw again,” thought 
Taro, when they healed, months after- 
ward. “I am glad I saved my honorable 
brother, but f can never be an artist. 
I shall have to be a coolie, or perhaps 
a rickshaw man.” _ 

He looked at the stiff fingers and the 
marks of the fire, and I am very sure 


if he had not been a boy he would have}, 


cried. But poor little Wistaria did 
enough of that, for she said over and 
over to. herself, 

“It is all my fault. If I had not left 
the gate open the baby would not have 
run away.” ) 

“If you had not,” Taro reminded her, 
“I should not have been there to put 
out the fire, and the whole village might 
have burned.” 

“You were very brave to dare the 
wrath of the fire god,” she answered, 
“but it was my fault,” and she wept 
again. 

One day the American gentleman came 
back and paused at the cottage to inquire 
for his little friend. J 

“I trust you have a wonderful pic- 
ture for me,” he said. “I am going 
home soon, and I want to take it to 
my little daughter.” : 

“IT shall never make om. more pic- 
tures,” said Taro, and he held out his 
hands. c P 

“Dear, dear, what a pity!*-said the 
American. He touched the. scarred fin- 
gers with his strong, deft,-ones,. Then 
his kindly blue eyes smiled into Taro’s 
eyes of darkest night. : 

“They are not so bad as you think,” 
he said. “Down at the hospital at Tokyo 
they have cured burns that were much 
worse than yours.” 

“At the hospital, yes,” said Taro; “but 
it costs much money, and my father has 
none to spare. People do not buy his 
shrubs as they did, and I, his useless 
son, cannot help him.” 

“The hospital I mean, Taro,” said 
his friend, “is a Christian one, built for 
just sueh cases as yours. It will not 
cost your father anything. And I my- 
self will tale you there in my car. Wis- 
taria. shall go, too, if she wishes, But 
we'll leave the baby behind, for fear 
he might open the gates of the hospital 
garden and let in all tke thieves.” 

And so, almost before you could say 
Jack Robinson in Japanese, and quite 
as soon as the parents of Taro had given 
their consent, he was. whisked away to 
the big stone hospital, where the poor 
little scarred fingers were treated until 
their old-time deftness came back to 
them. 

Taro stayed there for some -weeks. 
But Wistaria remained just iong enough 
to fix a great purpose in her little black 
head. : 

“Tard may be the most famous artist 
in Japan if he likes,” she said to her 
mother, “but I shall be a nurse like the 
honorable ladies at the hospital. If I 
had known even the simplest things. to 
do he would not have had to suffer as 
he did.” 


Mitwavkee, Wis. 
oe 


What do you consider “the next great 
duty of the church’? Do you realize 
that unless there is revival in America 
soon it is not improbable that there may 
be revolution? Are you praying sys- 
tematically and believinglty for this te- 
vival? If you will write for a leafiet, 
“Fifty Thousand which Could Keep 
Rank,” to The. Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
bhia, it will be sent free, as its circula- 
tion is supported by free-will offerings 
of God’s people, and you may wish to 
have a share tn this ministry. 
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Nothing goes into Hires but the pure healthful 
juices of roots, barks, herbs, berries—and pure cane 
sugar. The quality of Hires is maintained in spite 
of tremendously increased costs of 
Yet you pay no more 
for Hires the genuine than you do 


ingredients. 


for an artificial imitation. 


But be sure you ask your dealer 
for “Hires” just as you say “Hires” 


at a soda fountain. 


THE CHARLES E. HIRES COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 


Hires contains juices of 16 roots, 
barks, herbs and berries. 


Hires 


in bottles 









Hires For the Nation’s Homes 


IRES, a fountain favorite, is now every- 

where available in bottled form also.. Hires 
in bottles for the home is the same good drink 
that you have found it at soda fountains. 
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OXFORD 
BIBLES 


College 
Students 


The best gift you 
can place in the 
hands of any one 
starting for a 
is an Oxford Bible. 


{litt 


a!t-m Oxford India Paper: 
02139x Oxford Text Bible, Pear 
. French 
Black-faced Pri ned, 3% 
x3%x% ins. $4 
03203x Ozford Reference Bi. 


n 


jorecco, 


6.00 

773x Oxford Teachers’ Bi- 
° Ones ne aa 032035, 
French lorocco, linen 

lined, 7%x5x1 1-16 ins. . 

Sold by all booksellers 

Send for liet showing other styles 


{| OXFORD UNIVERSITY yd W. 32d St. 
i AMERICAN BRANCH New York 


7.65 
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High Interest With Safety 
| 
Gohand in hand when you 
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|| invest in ANNUITY 
{| BONDS, to further the 











most Christian business in 
the World. ‘“ Bibles & 
Bonds” will interest you. 
Ask for booklet L. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 


Three Requests 

EQUEST Number Two - for over- 

looked “prayer suggestions.” It may 
be that some who aré using this column 
regularly have noticed the omission of 
certain evangelical agencies, or classes 
of people, or objects of prayer: which 
should be occasionally mentioned. It is 
desired to make this department as 
broadly and sympathetically comprehen- 
sive as God would have it be. It is im- 
possible for any one person to think of 
everything; and thtrefore if there are 
general objects of prayer which any 
reader of the paper feels have been over- 
looked, please write to this department, 
care ot The Sunday School Times, men- 
tioning briefly such object or objects; 
bearing in mind that all department ma- 
terial must be prepared two months or 
more in advance.+ (“Request Number 
Three” will appear next week.) 


—_— 


August 16 to 22 
| Mon.—Psalm 51. . A Prayer for Pardon. 


God’s mercy is the marvel of all the 
universe, whether to the blind unregen- 
erate or to the overcome regenerate. 
Nevertheless, “Shall we continue “in sin, 
that may abound? God ‘forbid.” 
One’ of the worst’ of all sins, in saint or 
sinner, is ptesuming upon. God’s. mercy, 

Prayer. Suceestions: Pray for all 
swnmer Bible conferences and assem- 
blies of Christians; pray for speakers and 
attendants, for business managers and 
clerical assistants, for employes and 
helpers of every kind. Pray for every 
autumn gathering now being planned. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Agtor Place New York 


Scofield Reference Bible | 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 





} 


Equals a Course in rar gttng & ‘ 
b ber fi Se e List 
OresiBLES SENT ANYWHERE POST-PAID. 
OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month | 
Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
National Educational Society 427 S. Dearborn St, Chi 





| 
| This is the Title of one of the 


5PEL TRACTS 


ly THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND | 
Webster St., Philadelphia, U.S. A. 








4 me a w } package containing over 50 different kinds 
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wv 5 + Ag to compare with it." — Dr.Griffith Thomas. 
b) ro] tool.""—The Sunday School Times. 
o «3 | Simple and speedy."" —Prof. Amos R.Wells. 
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AN ASSURED 
6% INCOME 


Your surplus funds will 
yield six per cent if in- 
vested in our 69% Time 
Certificates. We have 

aid 6% continuously FF 
: or 2s years. Interest f: 
Mi checks mailed semi-annually. : 
“4 If you have $25 or more to invest you 
bf ought toknow all about this old comserva- 
4 tive Company. 


Write lef 
6% TRE avery 
4 THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building, Baltimore. Md. 


by 
OE RRR TROON SAA SN ETI 

























| Tues.—Psalm 32. 


| ical restoration is followed b 
' much more is spiritual restoration! Other 


The Blessing of Forgiveness. 

When man cevers, God uncovers (2 
Sam, 11; 12: 1-12) ; when man fincovers, 
Goi covers (v. 5; James 5:16). If phys- 
joy, how 


accompanying blessings : preservation, de- 
liverance, guidance, mercy (vs. 6 to 11). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
college, university, seminary, and other 
students and teachers now on vacation. 


Chicago, lil, 
’ Pray for the young people making choice 
I We NO TIME FOR IT | of school, tha¢ their choice may be His 


choice for them. Pray for every student 
working his or her way through school. 
Wed.—Matthew 6: 5-15. 

Forgive and be Forgiven. 


Compare the “as” of verse 12 with the 
“even as” of Ephesians 4: 32. he one 
is law, the other is. grace. “Under law 
forgiveness is -conditioned upon a like 
spirit in us; under grace we are for- 

iven for Christ’s sake, and exhorted to 

orgive because we have been forgiven” 
(Scofield). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
spiritually or temporally or physically 
broken; the bereaved, the lonely, the dis- 


| couraged; the aged, the careworn, the 
a | overwrought. “Earth hath no sorrow that 
-q | heaven cannot heal.” 

|| Thurs.—Luke 18: 1-14, 

a | Humility and Forgiveness. 


The genuine and spurious in humility 
are readily distinguished. The former 
makes nothing, the latter makes much, 
of its humility. There can be no humil- 
ity acceptable to God which is not in- 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, who calls 
attention, not to himself, but to Another 
(John 15:26; 16:13). 

Prayer Succsstions: Pray for those 
who are for from home ; whether in our 
own land or abroad. Pray for all mis- 
sionaries and native workers. 





Pray for 





the delegates to the World’s Sunday 
School Convention at Tokyo. 


Fri.—Matthew 18 : 15-22. 
Seventy Times Seven. 
“Until seven times” —Oh, how the flesh 
congratulates itself oftentimes with for- 
giving even enly ence! But to wipe the 
slate of a trespassing brother clean 
“seven times in a day” (Luke 17:3, 4) 
seventy days im succession, and do it 
without self-cengratulation or self-pity, 
requires far more than ordinary love. 
Do you have it? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for eve 
member of “the household of faith.” 
Pray for the fulness of the Spirit; for 
the love that ForGivEs, not once enly, but 
“SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN”; for the unity 
and fruit of the Spirit in every Christian 
heart. 

Sat.—Isaiah 55 ; 1-13. , 
A Call to Pardon and Peace. 

That God can and does “abundantly 
pardon” is proved not only by. promise 
(v. 7), but also by performance. There- 
fore God does not require of his chil- 
dren a higher standard (see yesterday’s 
reading) than he himself practises. (See 
also Matthew §: 48.) od commands; 
grace enables. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
PA news” of our “abundantly par- 
oning” God, through. faith in’ Jesus 
Christ, may be quickly carried into all 
the world. Pray for the speedy comble- 
tion of the body of Christ and for his 
soon conung, 


Sun.—Isaiah 1231-6. The Joy of Salvation. 


“In that day”: Israel in the millennial 
day of rejoicing in her salvation. Her 
ot er nage day of national exaltation is 
probably near at hand. But cleansing} 
comes first; then exaltation; then exul- 
tation. So also with us as members of 
the body of Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
world-wide, pre-millennial evangelism, 
for an evangelism. that studies aright 
and belicves the “sure word of prophecy” 
with respect to God's*program for: Is- 
rvael and for the world through Is~ 
rael. Pray for your pastor, and for all 
pastors, 


New Yorx Ciry. 














Your Rally Day Service 


Make use of the stirring 
service we have pre- 
pared entitled PRESS- 
ING TOWARD THE 
MARK which sells at 
$4.00 the hundred. 


Then write for our fine il- 
lustrated catalogue of 
Rally Day yy such 
as Invitation Cards, But- 
tons, Offering Envelopes, 
Banners, Bangles, Promo- 


The 


Heidelberg | tion Cerisicates, etc... of 
‘Publishers _JEIDELBERG 
~ Get the IT 
|| Discriminators needs 
tell : 
15th & Race Sts.| ind if, we par hon « 
Philadelphia | them ii cannot be done. 


































What Next ?_ 











Founded by 
Rev. A. B. Simpson, in 1883. 


THE MISSIONARY INSTITUTE 


Nyack-on-Hudson, N. Y. 


Rav. W. M. Turnsut., Dean 












An unmutilated Bible. 

Salvation through the Blood of Christ. 

Entire Separation from the World. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit for Life and 
Witnessing. 

Victory through the Indwelling Christ. 

Rugged Consecration to Sacrificial Service. 


THE SCHOOL ON THE HILLSIDE :— 


God and man, to reach men with the Word of God. 


he is called and sent to do, 


Our Motto: THE WHOLE BIBLE TO THE WHOLE WORLD 


Situated on the picturesque hillside, opposite Tarrytown, amid the inspiring scenery of the storied Hudson 


NYACK STANDS FOR 


ved S 


Practical Faith in the Sufficiency of 
Christ for Spiritual, Temporal and 
Physical Nee 


Increasing, Purifying Hope of the Lord’s 
Return. 


ing Missi Zeal to E 
the World and bring benk the Wine 





GIVES THOROUGH TRAINING 


For the highest and best Christian service 
The Missionary, the Minister, the Evangelist, the Christian Worker in any sphere stands between 


To fulfill his trust and accomplish that which 


He must KNOW GOD IN FELLOWSHIP AND PRAYER, 
KNOW THE BIBLE IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH, 
KNOW HIS FELLOW. MEN IN SINCERITY AND LOVE. 


These things the Missionary Institute teaches the young people who enter its doors. 


Do you plan to serve God in a very real way, some day? 





BEGIN TRAINING NOW 








FIRST TERM OPENS, SEPTEMBER 7TH, 1920. 
REV. W. M. TURNBULL, Nyack, N. Y. 


For Information Write to / 


Rev. Paut. RapEr, President 
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